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Iraq: Isolation of U.S., a 
Tangible Reality 

BAGHDAD — Iraq on Wednesday basked in its "defeat' 
of the United States byfioutinga U.S.-patroOed exclusion 
zone to send helicopters to fly home Muslim pilgrims 
From the Saudi border. 

"The isolation of the United states is now a tangible 
rtaiify,^ said the ruling Baath Party's newspaper Atft-j 
Tbawra. 

The helicopters flown to southern Iraq since Monday 
in ddiance of the western-imposed "no-fly" zone, mean¬ 
while, waited to fly back the pilgrims returning" from 
Mecca In Saadi Arabia, journalists at the scene said 
, (Confect on Pg. 10) 
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Army Destroys Home of Hamas 
Member in West Bank Town 

AL-KHAL1L, West Bank —An Israeli Army bulldozer 
demolished on Wednesday the home of a member 
of Hamas in the town of Surif. 

The home of Jamal Abed al-Hur, 28, was the 
third house destroyed over the past week in this 
town. 

Residents threw stones at the Israeli Army team 
sent to demolish the house, but the dashes were 
limited as most of the town's inhabitants were kept 
In their homes by a strict curfew imposed on Surif 
at dawn, witnesses said. (Cootd on Pg. 10) 


Majlis Maim 
igamst Genaany 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The Islamic 
Consultative Assembly (Majlis) 
adopted on Wednesday a* 
resolution against Germany, 
calling on the government to 
retaliate future actions by Bonn. 

In a letter signed by around 135 
deputies, the Majlis repre¬ 
sentatives blamed their German 
counterparts for baseless accusa¬ 
tions against the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. 

The Bundestag's “hasty move 
(ContdonPg. JO) 


2nd Stage of Tariq-ul-Qods Maneuvers Launched 


BANDAR ABBAS, Horamzgan 
. Prov. — The second stage of the 
amphibious maneuvers code- 
named 4 Tariq-uI-Qods' was 
-launched here Wednesday in the 
presence of the Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei. 

The vessels of the naval forces 
of the Islamic Revolution's Guard 
Corps (IRGC) paraded before the 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces in die Persian Gulf 
waters. 

More than 200 vessels of vari¬ 
ous types axe involved in foe war 
games, the first stage of which was 


China, Russia Sign Joint 
Statement on New World Order 


MOSCOW — Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin and his Russian coun¬ 
terpart Boris Yeltsin on Wednes¬ 
day signed a joint statement on 
their vision of a new world order. 

The declaration, signed in foe 
Kremlin, advocates ji multi-polar 
world and the creation of a new 

Massive 

Participation in 
Elections, Main 
Concern 


inter national order and includes a 
veiled attack against die growing 
power of die United States. 

“This statement is a weighty 
declaration by the two world pow¬ 
ers in favor of creating a multi-po¬ 
lar world based on equal 
cooperation," the document said. 

“Both sides stand for the estab¬ 
lishment of a new and universally 
applicable security concept, be¬ 
lieving that Cold War mentality 
must be abandoned and bloc poli¬ 
tics opposed," it added. 

(Cootd on Pg. 10) 



launched Tuesday evening. 

Meanwhile, 10 IRGC vessels 
were launched here Tuesday eve¬ 
ning in the presence of foe Su¬ 
preme Leader. 

The Commander-in-Chief of 
foe Armed Forces was officially 
welcomed at the First Naval Base, 
in this southern port city, by senior 
IRGC commanders engaged in the 
3-day maneuvers. 


IRGC Commander Mohsen 
Rezaei and commanders of 
ground, air, naval and Basij (vol¬ 
unteer) forces of the corps briefed 
foe Supreme Leader, on the fea¬ 
tures of the war games. 

The Leader also inspected the 
*Qadr’ missile launching vessel 
where he was briefed on the ves¬ 
sel's military and defense capabili¬ 
ties and features. 



Hostage Crisis Ends in Peru 


Ayatollah Khamenei also in¬ 
spected an exhibition of the IRGC 
Naval Forces displaying its 
achievements in foe areas of re¬ 
search and self-sufficiency includ- 
~ing missile projects. 

Over 300 reporters, photogra¬ 
phers and film crew are here to 
cover foe Leader’s visit to south¬ 
ern Iran and the war games. 

The prefatory operations to am¬ 
phibious war-games code-named 
‘Tariq-ul-Qods* started in foe 


presence of foe visiting Leader of 
the Revolution, Ayatollah Seyed- 
Ali Khamenei, simultaneously in 
four provinces of Hormuzgan, 
Bushehr, Khuzestan and Kerman- 
sfaah on Tuesday. 

200,000 Marines and Ground 
Force personnel of foe Islamic 
Revolution's Guards Corps 
(IRGC) and Basij forces are par¬ 
ticipating in war-games. The ma¬ 
neuvers will be performed along 
2,000 kilometers of foe western 
and southern borders of Iran pecu¬ 
liar for many of its features. 

The maneuvers are intended to 
test and demonstrate foe combat 
readiness of the Iranian forces on 
land, air and sea. 

The ‘Tariq-ul-Qods* maneu¬ 
vers are planned as defensive and 
deterrent operations. 

During foe three days of foe 
maneuvers, scores of various 
weapons as well as boats and naval 
equipment will be tested for their 
performance. 

Commander of IRGC General 
Mohsen Rezaei said here Tuesday 
that foe idea of foe war-games is 
to test foe capacity of foe IRGC to 
push back two hypothetically si¬ 
multaneous incursions against foe 
Islamic Republic of Iran at geo¬ 
graphically remote points of foe 
country. 

He said foe war-games would 
also boost foe-morale of foe Armed 
Forces of Iran. (JttNA) 


ByAMRszwmiMoquddam 

MECCA —The most important 
factor in foe upcoming elections 
is the massive and informed par¬ 
ticipation of foe people, said a 
prominent Muslim cleric and 
Majlis representative, Hojja- 
toleslam Dorri Najsf Abadi, in 
an exclusive interview with the 
Tehran Times. 

Fortunately, Iranians have 
shown their massive presence 
again and again on different oc¬ 
casions. They enjoy high politi¬ 
cal awareness and mentality. 
They are concerned with interna¬ 
tional and domestic affairs, and 
make appropriate decisions, be 
said. 

He added that eighteen elec¬ 
tions had been held during foe 
past two decades, six of which 
were presidential elections. Past 
experience shows that tbe people 
have performed their duty in the 
best way. 

During Muharram and 
Ashura, Iranians who are hon¬ 
ored to devote foeir lives lolmam 
Hussain (AS), will take part in 
the elections once again, con¬ 
trary to the malicious propa- 
(Contd on Pg. 10) 


LIMA — President Alberto Fuji¬ 
mori, basking in international ac¬ 
claim Wednesday, celebrated foe 
dramatic end of die 18-week hos¬ 
tage standoff, saying it showed 
Peru would “never cave in’* to 
terrorism. 

The crisis ended Tuesday with 
a bold commando attack by Peru¬ 


vian troops on foe Japanese ambas¬ 
sador's residence that left 17 
people dead but freed 71 promi¬ 
nent captives. 

Tbe daylight raid resulted in the 
deaths of one of foe hostages, two 
members of the security forces and 
all 14 hostage-takers. 

Fujimori celebrated his spec¬ 


tacular victory over the Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary Movement 
(MRTA) rebels by dining late 
Tuesday with top officials at a 
restaurant in the Posh San Isidro 
district where foe hostage crisis 
evolved. 

“Peru will never cave in to 
(Contd on Pg. 10) 


Commonalties Call For 
Expansion of Iran-lndla Ties 
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By Our Correspondent 

NEW DELHI — Cultural, intel¬ 
lectual and historical commonal¬ 
ties call for close ties between Iran 
and India, Iran’s Cultural Coun¬ 
sellor to India, Seyed Mohsen 
Miri, said in an exclusive inter¬ 
view with foe Tehran Tones. 

Elaborating on cultural and his¬ 
torical relations between Iran and 
India, he said that with the advent 
of Islam to Iran, a close connection 
was created between Islam and foe 
Farsi language. When Farsi be¬ 
came foe court language in India, 
Iran-India relations became inter¬ 
twined, he said. 

Islam entered India through Ira¬ 
nian mystics, poets and artists, he 
said, adding, therefore, India’s 



MBRI 

cognition of Islam is through Iran 
and Persian language. 

Farsi became India’s official 
(Contd on Pg. 10) 
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UMA, Peru (Aprfl 22): Peruvian President Alberto Fujimori (upper right) leads former hostages 
to waiting buses at the compound of the Japanese ambassador's residence In Lima. Fupmori 
announced during an evening press conference April 22 that one hostage, a judge in the Peruvian 
Supreme Court, was killed in the operation to free the 72 hostages. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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yuUi has promised 
f\lhm hypocritical 
• JLmen and the 
hypocritical women and 
the u n beB ev cn the fee of 
hefl to abide ftwfeki: t Is 
wiough for them; and Al¬ 
lah has cursed them and 
they shaS have lasting 
puntahmenf. 

(HOLY QORAN) (0:68) 



I Book Reading in Iran] 

T he 10th International Book Fair will open in Tehran 
on April 26, an event pulling a huge number of 
book-lovers and scholars. 

The book fair is an appropriate occasion to attend 
problems related to book—writing, reading arid publish¬ 
ing—in our country. 

According to official statistics, the number of books 
published in 1996-97 shows an 18J> percent increase 
compared to 1994-95. The figures are encouraging, for 
they indicate that the demand and supply have both 
increased. 

Indeed book is a firm medium for education. In today's 
world education—formal and informal—is a solid foun¬ 
dation for people' awareness and the country's prosper¬ 
ity. 

Our officials should encourage book reading and pro¬ 
vide fadlities'for easy access to the latest books published 
not only in Iran but also in other parts of the world. 

Although the number of books published in Iran has 
increased over the past few years, the fed is that book 
reading has not yet become a distinguished part of our 
culture. There are few Iranians with book reading as their 
main hobby. 

It is said that in Iran people rely more on oral commu¬ 
nication than written one. For instance, the number of 
letters exchanged among Iranians are less than that of 
other nations, likewise the number of people reading 
books and even newspapers is not that encouraging in 
our country. . 

Our offidals should in the first place find out the 
reasons for this situation and spare no effort to encourage 
authors and publishers to supply more varieties to the 
market to attract more readers. They should also provide 
people with genuine incentives to read bQtik and news¬ 
paper. 

An alert nation never surrenders to foreign bullying. 
An alert nation always checks the functioning of the 
government to prevent corruption and abuse of power. 
Therefore in order to have a prosperous I ran, our offidals 
must spread the culture of book reading throughout the 
country. 


Tekram Tones Service 

TEHRAN — The visiting Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ah Akbar Ve¬ 
layati held talks with Turkmen 
President Saparmurat Niyazov in 
Ashkhabad on Wednesday. 

In his meeting. Velayati sub- 
mited the invitation of President 
Aldbar Hasfaemi Rafsanjani to Ni- 
yazov to attend the 8th OIC sum¬ 
mit to be held in Tehran in 
December. 

Niy&zov underlined that the 
people and government of Turk¬ 
menistan are eagerly awaiting the 
upcoming visit of President Raf¬ 
sanjani to their country. 

Referring to the ample grounds 
of cooperation between the two 
countries. Niyazov noted that his 
country would spare no effort to 
upgrade bilateral ties with the Is¬ 
lamic Republic of Inn in foe fu¬ 
ture. 

He further deplored foreign 
meddling in the region affairs, say¬ 
ing that regional countries should 
determine their fate themselves. 

While.an a visit to Bakn, capital 
city of AzeriNujan Republic, on 


Anri Heads 
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ALIYEV 

Tuesday, Velayati called no Azeri 
President Gaidar Aliyev. 

In the meeting, the Azeri presi¬ 
dent expressed satisfaction over 
Tehran-Baku relations 'and called 
for Iren's efforts to resolve the 
crisis in Karabakh. 

He said die Islamic Republic 
could use its influence in die re¬ 
gion for that pourpose. 

The president of Azerbaijan 
also deplored interruption of 
building operations of Kbodaa- 
farin Dam on the River Arass 


NIYAZOV 

which, be said, had been as the 
result of the occupation of A»r- 
baijan's soil by nighboring Arme¬ 
nia. 

. The Iranian foreign minister 
also handed over the invitation 
message of President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani to Aliyev for taking 
part at the OIC summit in Tehran. 

The president of Azerbaijan 
said that he would participate in 
the summit with pleasure. 

Velayati told Afiyev dm there 


.VELAYATI 
are many ways in which neighbor¬ 
ing Iran and Azerbaijan could pro¬ 
mote their relations. He added that 
die Mamie Republic is keen to 
broaden mutual coopenfouba- : 
tween the twti^countries m every 


’s Embassy Rejects 


Zolqadr: Tariq-ul-Qods 


uk Daily Allegations Maneuvers, Messaged Peace 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran’s Embassy in 
London dismissed die unfounded 
remarks by die Financial Times 
repeating allegations, commonly 
made by U.S. and the Zionists, 
against the Islamic Republic of 
Iran and criticized the daily for 
trying to equate Iren with Iraq, an 
IRNA report said. 

It also poured scorn on such an 
upmarket newspaper using the 
term ‘Gulf instead of ’Persian 
Gulf Eke the rest of the British 
establishment contrary to all his¬ 
torical evidence about its estab¬ 
lished name. 

“Just as medieval skeptics 
could not change the troth about 
die earth revolving around the sun, 
nor would die present day forgers 
be able to alter the authentic name 
of the Persian Gulf,** an'embassy 
official Mohammad Safari said in 
a letter to die daily. 

He also corrected the false aite' 
gation dot Iren, like Iraq , was 
hostile towards its Arab neigh¬ 
bors, pointing out that Tehran’s 
policy was of “cooperation with 
Muslim countries in the region.” 

With regard to being “sus¬ 
pected of seeking to acquire nu¬ 
clear and other weapons of mass 
destruction,** Safari reminded die 
Financial Times that Iran was 
among the original signatories to 
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the Non- Proliferation Treaty and 
remained a staunch supporter of it. 

• Iren, he said, had not only rati¬ 
fied die comprehensive nuclear 
treaty boo, but its constructive in¬ 
itiative to help achieve a compro¬ 
mise at the disarmament 
conference “was appreciated and 
welcomed by leading members.” 

International Atomic Energy 
Agency inspectors had abo fre¬ 
quently vindicated Iran’s position 
and as die Financial Times may be 
aware,' it was Tehran which has 
sponsored a nuclear free Middle 
East in the face of opposition, in¬ 
cluding from Israel, 'the envoy 
said. 


Tmkrmm Kama S ervic e 
TEHRAN— Head of the Joint 
Command Headquarters of the Is* 1 
Jamie Revolution** Guard Corps 
(IRGC), Mohammad Baqer 
Zolqadr, said that the ongoing 
Tariq-ul-Qods war games, aimed 
to upgrade IRGC’s defensive 
power, convey die menage of 
peace and frandifeip to regional 
cou n t ri es and display die might of 
Idant 

Speaking to IRNA reporter at 
TariqHal-Qod ^eratfoari region 
in Bandar Abbas,Hormuzgan 
Province, Zolqadr said' die first 
batch of high-speed boate of the 
IRGC Naval Forces "will be 


Mahfouzi Elaborates on Activities of 


Islamic Society of Researchers ^ ^ „ 



Tehran Tunes Service 
TEHRAN — The top priority of 
the Interior Ministry is to protect 
the legal rights and to safeguard 
votes cast by the people in the 
upcoming presidential polls. Dep¬ 
uty Interior Minister Gholam 
Hossein Bolandian said in Mash¬ 
had, Khorasan Province, on Tues¬ 
day, IRNA reported. 

Speaking in a meeting of the 
political and security deputies of 
the governors general of the coun¬ 
try, Boland ian added that Iran is 
enjoying fell security, and suitable 
conditions have been created to 
hold the seventh presidential elec¬ 
tions, scheduled for May 23. 

Bolandian said the election 
campaign should be held in a 


peaceful atmosphere and support¬ 
ers of the candidates should refrain 
from destructive rivalries which 
does not befit the country. 

Referring to the ill effects of the 
crises in some neighboring states 
cm the security of the country, the 
Interior Ministry's deputy said the 
security measures taken at the bor¬ 
ders, especially on the east, will 
continue in die current year. 

Regarding die steps taken to 
control the country's borders he 
said, from 1983 to the end of the 
previous year. 7,100 kilometers of 
main accessible roads as well as 
510 checkpoints were constructed 
along the borders. 




He added that this year too, the 
construction of roads and security 
checkpoints will continue in the 
border provinces and the control 
of borders wdl be reinforced by 
physical fortifications to check the 
smugglers. 


Hie Interior Ministry's deputy 
listed the most import a nt tasks of 
the Law Enforcement Forces as 
increasing the level of security and 
general discipline, encouraging 
greater participation of people in 
state affairs, reducing the crime 
rate especially theft and combat¬ 
ting the smugglers, bandits and 
merchants of death, traffickers of 
illicit drugs. 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — The political activi¬ 
ties of the Islamic Society of Re¬ 
searchers (ISR) were elaborated 
by members of the central council 
of ISR at a press conference here 
Tuesday. 

Secretary of the Islamic Society 
of Researchers, Mohammad 
Sadeq Mahfouzi, said that the ISR 
considers as its religious fade to 
actively participate in political 
scene of the country, especially at 
such a sensitive tune since the 
vktoiy of the Islamic Revolution. 

‘To defend Velayat-e Faqih 
(Supreme Jurisprudence), and the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, we will 
act as devoted Basijis (volun¬ 
teers),” he added. 

Regarding the-forthcoming 
presidential polls, be said that the 
next president’s outlook on (Effer¬ 
ent issues is the main criteria con¬ 
sidered by the members of the 
Islamic Society of Researchers in 
the upcoming presidential elec¬ 
tions, slated for May 23. 

Among other characteristics 
die next president should have are 
experience in campaign agaimet 
Shah's regime before the revolu¬ 
tion, allegience to Velayat-e 
Faqih, having enthusiasm towards 
scholars and researchers, avoiding 
extremism in desicion-makings 
and having due attention to provid¬ 


ing an appropriate coodktan to 
flourish young talents, Mahfpuzi 
added. 

Asked what ca nd i da te the ISR 
considers as a qualified person, 
Mohammad Rasoul Zandi, one of 
the members of, the ISR, said, 
“Fortunately, the three candi¬ 
dates; Mohammad. Mohammadi- 
Reyshahri, Mohammad Khatami 
and Ali Akbsr Nateq Nairn enjoy 
all the qualifications.^ . " 

However/Zandi added, the Is¬ 
lamic Society of Researchers will 
announce its view following die 
approval of the can di da te s by die. 
Guardian Council^ and with re¬ 
gard 1 to the guidelines of the 
Leader of the Istamic-Revqhiidon;, 
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei- 


, Tekren Tunes Service 

TEHRAN —• Further enhance¬ 
ment of Iran-Poland relations was 
. discussed inameeting between the 
Iranian A m bassador to. Warsaw, 
Mohammad Taheri, and the Polish 
Foreign Ministry Director Gen¬ 
eral for Asia-Pacific Affairs, 
Pominsky, on Tuesday. 

According to. IRNA,.In the 
meeting, die Iranian- ambassador 
submitted Pominsky * written 
message from Iran's Foreign Min¬ 
ister Afi Akbar Velayati for his 
Polish counterpart, Dariusz 
Rosati. 


he reiterated that Iran looks for¬ 
ward to seeing Azerbaijan and Ar¬ 
menia solve their prob l e ms and 
observed that at any rate the gov¬ 
ernment of Azerbaijan cookl count 
on Iran’s help for solving die crisis 
in Karabakh. 


launched during die maneuvers. 

. Equipped with sophisticated 
and. modem facilities, die boats 
wQLincreaaelRGC’snaval power, 
he said 

Elaborating on the maneuvers, 
he said the ground mid sea opera¬ 
tions have been designed to test 
Tran's defensive potentials to 
counter simultaneous hypothetical 
threats in' western and Southern 
partsof the country. 

The-ground operations of die 
Tsriq-ul-Qods maneuvers extend 
from Kennansfaah (western Jot) 
to. coasts of Hormuzgan and 
Bushehr (in south) as weU as 
KKu zesta n (in southwest) and a 
number gf islands hr fee region, 
said 2U)|qidr;addteg, the sea op¬ 
erations cover the Per sian Gulf 
witters.' f - 




Tehran Times Service 

-TEHRAN — Majlis Speaker Ali 
Akbar Nateq Nouri said here 
Wednesday that fee-, vigilant peo¬ 
ple of Iran, mder the wise Icadr- 
sbtp of Ayatollah Khamenei, 
foiled the enemies’ plots,in the 
so-called Mykonos case. 

The Majlis speaker said that the 
U.S. and the Zionist regime ex¬ 
pected that afier raising fee issue 
of assassination of four Kurds in 
Berlin at a court and making alter 


gations agawst Iran/they can iso¬ 
lated*: Islamic Republic. 

However, the return of the EU 
ambassadors to Tehran was a great 
failure for. die .global arrogance 
~ and the G er man government, he 
added.' 

Referring jo'fee crisis in Af¬ 
ghanistan, Nateq Nouri said dm* 
the main reason behind fratricide 
and hostilities, in fee war-stricken 
country is absence of a wise 
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By A. A . Pahlevan 


KS i- 4 i CHADORMALOO, (Yazd Prov- 
.. incej 7 - One of the leading iron 
I ore concentrate plants in Inin, with 
W • a forty production' capacity of 
20,000 tons, began operation in 
^ Chadonnaloo in the northeast pro- 
' vincial city of Yazd this week, 

t Speakinga* a press conference, 
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export price depends on several 
factors, including transportation, 
geographical location and the 
quality of the product. 

However, the socio-political 
and economic issues along with 
fluctuations in the market cannot 
be ignored, he said. 

The final price of importing 
concentrate for our country is high 
and, with the inauguration of this 
plant, Iran saves $170 million an¬ 
nually. 

Two hundred kilometers north¬ 
east. of Yazd, the Chadonnaloo 
mine is expected to supply Mo- 
barakeh and Ahwaz steel cotn- 


Domestic consumption is 7 million tons annually, and 
maximum iron ore concentrate production would reach 
more than 8 million tons. The surplus mould he 
exported as the domestic market becomes saturated. 
Iran has imported up to 20 percent of the product. 


one of the top officials of this giant 
industry, Mohammad Hossein 
Habibian, announced that with the 
inauguration of Chadonnaloo pro¬ 
ject the country’s reliance on iron 
ore imports would come to an end. 

Habibian said domestic con- 


plexes with their required iron ore 
concentrate, so as to curtail im¬ 
ports. 

The Chadonnaloo project has 
significant importance for the Is¬ 
lamic Republic, as government 
authorities attach priority to the 
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r . sumption is 7 million tons annu- completion and commissioning of 

VT • ally, and maximum iron ore the Mobarakeh steel complex, 

concentrate production would Habibian said. 
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increase within the next few years. 

In 1992, Iran’s National Steel 
Company (INSC) and a consor¬ 
tium of three Japanese firms con¬ 
cluded a $39$ million contract for 
the purchase of machinery and 
equipment for Chadonnaloo, 
which contains combined reserves 
of400 million tons. 

Since the Iran-Iraq war the Is¬ 
lamic Republic has embarked on 
fundamental economic policies to 
remove obstacles in the way of 
industrial progress. The Chador- 
maloo project is considered one of 
the outstanding iron ore plants 
which will ultimately bring eco¬ 
nomic prosperity for the nation. 

Habibian said there are two 
methods for producing steel: The 
traditional method, or blast fur¬ 
nace, which is currently in use in 
the Isfahan steel complex; the sec¬ 
ond method is direct reduction. 

In direct reduction natural gas 
is separated, carbon and oxygen 
are broken down with the aid of a 
a 
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machine called reformer. The 
product is then mixed with iron 
oxide to produce the final product, 
spongy iron. 

In Ahwaz and Mobarakeh giant 
steel complexes direct reduction is 
applied. At present, Ahwaz pro¬ 
duces 1,500,000 tons of steel 
products, while Mobarakeh pro¬ 
duces 2,300,000 tons. 

While jubilant, Habibian said 
that following endless efforts by 
industrious experts and laborers. 
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The Islamic Republic in the post Iraq-Iron war has embarked on fundamental 
economic policies to recomove hurdles on the way to industrial progress . The 
Chadonnaloo giant project is considered one of the outstanding iron ore 
concentrate plants which ultimately brings economic prosperity for the nation. 
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General view of Chadormaloo iron ore concentre complex whkb is situated 2SC kilometers rorftsast 
of Yazd. The rich mines can supply MobaratteSt and Ahwaz steel complexes wifh J he current praAtctfor. 
capacity for more than naif a centur y as Project Director Mohammad Hossesn HaE;h;an rem?.?..ed. 

establishment of the complex, and mated reserve of400 million tons. centrate, which can ultimately 

added that for its expansion an- “P to 320 milIion tons of iron ore produce 140 million tons of steel, 

other $100 million were required. ar& extractable. That figure can The purity of the iron ore is be- 

Habibian said that of the esti- produce 225 tons of iron ore con- tween 60 and 68 percent. 
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reach more than 8 million tons. 
The surplus would be exported as 
the domestic market becomes satu¬ 
rated. Iran has imported up to 20 
percent of the product. 

Habibian further said that the 


Preliminary works on the pro¬ 
ject began in 1983, but physical 
work began m mid-1988, becom¬ 
ing operational this year, with an 
annual production capacity of 5.5 
mil]ion tons, which is expected to 


under very tough conditions in the 
! heart of the desert, the plant was 
inaugurated one year sooner than 
expected- 

He pui the total amount of hard 
currency at $582 million for the 
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Tehran. Times Service 


TEHRAN - The Second Interna¬ 
tional Exhibition on Oil, Gas and 
Petrochemical Industry opened at 
the permanent fair grounds here 
Tuesday, attended by the Indus¬ 
tries Minister, deputies end offi¬ 
cials of the oil ministry, 
representatives and directors of 
foreign firms as well as partici¬ 
pants from 150 local and foreign 
companies. 

Industries Minister Mohammad 
Reza Nematzadeb, in his inaugural 
speech touched on good capabili¬ 
ties of the oil and gas sector in the 
field of engineering and designing 
said more should be done in spe¬ 
cialized areas, IRNA reported. 

He said that construction and 
installation sector has also pro¬ 
vided praiseworthy services in this 
field by successful reconstruction 
of refineries during the period of 
war. 

The industries minister also 
told foe participants that the Ira¬ 
nian experts have the ability to 
cany out key activities in all fields 
especially in oil and gas. How¬ 


ever, it is essential for the Iranian 
specialists to move to the fields of 
designing, producing equipment, 
installing and pulling info opera¬ 
tion and executing projects both 
inside and outside the country, he 
stressed. 

Deputy Oil Minister, Ali 
Has he mi, addressing foe session 
said Iran is foe fourth largest oil 
producer and second OPEC oil 
producer with regard to proven 
reserves foe amount of which is 
estimated around 90 billion bar¬ 
rels. 

He added that Iran, with 23 
trillion cubic meters of gas, has the 
second largest gas reserves in the 
world. The value of gas and liqui¬ 
fied gas reserves in just the south 
Pars gas field reaches one billion 
dollars. 

Referring to the petrochemical 
industry, the deputy oil minister 
said, the present production capac¬ 
ity of the petrochemical sector is 
13 million tons while 10 years ago 
the production of one million ton 
was considered to be a wish for 
Iran. 

He added that the oil industry 
has reached a level of technical 
know-how that it has not only been 
able to design and execute plans 
independently within the country 
but also has been providing such 
services to Kuwait, Turkmenistan 
and other countries in recent years. 

Another speaker of the session 
was Director Genera] of the Ex¬ 
port Promotion Center, Ali Said- 
lou who also touched on Iran’s 
petrochemical capabilities. He 
said foe share of petrochemical 
products in exports is over 500 
million dollars. 

He added that the present exhi¬ 
bition, held on a 4,000 square me- 


Iranian Trade, Cultural Exhibit 


Thronged With Japanese Visitors 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - An exclusive Iranian 
trade and cultural exhibit which 
opened in Tokyo Sunday was 
thronged with Japanese visitors. 

Hundreds of Japanese people 
and Iranians living in Tokyo vis¬ 
ited the exhibit, where various Ira¬ 
nian products such as carpet, 
caviar and pistachio are put on 
display, IRNA reported. 

Iranian Ambassador to Tokyo 


Manuchehr Mottaki during a visit 
to the 2 -day exhibition said foe 
exhibit is aimed at marketing of 
Iranian goods in Japanese market. 


Meanwhile, Head of the Eco¬ 
nomic Department of Iranian Em¬ 
bassy in Tokyo Masha'llah 
Shaken said that Iran would set up 
six pavilions at foe International 
Trade Fair in Tokyo due to open 
on April 24. 




TOKYO — Japanese Business 
leaders praised Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori Wednesday for 
ordering his troops to storm foe 
Japanese ambassador's residence 
in Lima- to free the 72 hostages 
inside. 

• “I think the operation was 
based on the president's decision. 
It was a great success," said 
Kazuo Haruna, chairman of Japa¬ 
nese Trading Company Marubeni 
Corp. which had one employee 
among foe 24 Japanese hostages. 

“I hope Japan's relationship 
with Peru will improve with the 
settlement of the crisis," he said. 

Kosau Inaba, Chairman of the 
Japan Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and also president of 
Ishikawajima-Harima heavy in¬ 
dustries Co. Ltd., said: "1 am re¬ 
lieved to' see the Japanese were 
rescued although some were in¬ 
jured." 

“The operation was dangerous 


but produced a good result,” Inaba 
said. “Peru is responsible for foe 
incident but President Fujimori led 
the rescue operation in a responsi¬ 
ble manner.” 

Employees of Toyota Motor 
Corp-, whose local president was 
rescued in the operation, also 
voiced relief. 

“The hostages held out for so 
long and I'm glad to know they've 
been rescued,” a worker outside a 
Toyota plant told Japan Broadcast¬ 
ing Corp. (NHK). 

But another Toyota official 
said: 'it was good that hostages 
were safely rescued but I don't 
know whether this kind of way 
was the right thing to do." 

Tadahiro Sekimoto, foe vice 
chairman of foe Japan Federation 
of Economic Organizations (Kei- 
danren) who is also chairman of 
Electronics Giant Nec Corp., said 
the 18-week standoff should serve 
as a warning to all companies 



Tehraji-Jeddaii Lines 
Launched 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Islamic Republic of 
Iran's Airline, the Iran Air, has 
launched two new air lines, Te¬ 
hran to Dhaka, Bangladesh, via 
Dubai and Tehran to Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia. 

The weekly Tehran-Dhaka 
flights will be on Mondays while 
the exact departure date of foe first 
flight is not yet determined. Mean¬ 
while, the weekly flights of Te- 
hran-Jeddah will be announced 
accordingly. 


TEHRAN - On foe basis of a 
memorandum of understanding 
signed between Iran and Uzbekis¬ 
tan the two countries will further 
boost railways cooperation. 

During his week-long visit to 
Iran, the head of Uzbekistan Rail¬ 
ways, Nourmat Annatov, and 
head of Iran's Railways Sadeq Af- 
shar discussed the ways to expand 
the two countries' railways coop¬ 
eration and signed a memorandum 
of understanding here yesterday. 

They discussed issues including 


NEMATZADEH 
ter area, has put on display variety 
of products and technical-engi¬ 
neering services related to oil, gas 
and petrochemical industries as 
well as up-to-date industries. 

Participants in the second inter¬ 
national exhibition on oil, gas and 
petrochemical industries include 
companies from Canada, England, 
France, Germany, China, Swit¬ 
zerland, Hungary, Azerbaijan Re¬ 
public, Ukraine, Austria, 
Denmark, Turkey and Holland. 

The exhibition is open to public 
from April 23 to 27 at Tehran's 
permanent trade fair grounds. 


Some IUP Members Call 
For Cooperation With Iran 


the increase of railways transpor¬ 
tation between two countries, wid¬ 
ening technical cooperation rathe 
field of railways, use of cargo 
wagons of each country, ge&Dg 
access to the open seas through 
Iran by the Central Asian s tates « 
well as establishing anew railways 
tariffs. 

The head of UsAm* railways 
who beaded a delegation of experts 
visited railways installations atf 
locomotive repair shops ia Tehran 
and Wagon Fta Company of Aisk 
during the delegation's week-kng 
stay in Iran which started on April 
17. 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Certain International 
Union of Posts (TUP) member 
countries called for cooperation 
with Iran's Post Bank for transfer 
of international drafts. 

According to Iran's Post Bank 
Company, the postal organizations 
of Turkey, Japan, South Korea, 
Bangladesh, Azerbaijan Republic, 
Armenia and Uzbekistan asked for 


Iran's cooperation in this respect 
Iran's Post Bank Company has 
reported that extending such coop¬ 
eration between foe IUP member 
countries would remove many of 
the problems of the Iranians living 
abroad for transferring drafts from 
one side and will bring about con¬ 
siderable flow of hard currency to 
the country. 


IranHasaStroag 

Economic 

Infrastructure 

Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Minister of foe fete- 
rior Ali Mohammad Beshami 
stressed here Monday that 2ns to 
built a strong infrastrsetare 
through implementation of tie 
first and second 5 -year develop¬ 
ment plans. 
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Oil Prices Climb on Nigeria, 
Iraq, but Tone Weak 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - British industry is set 
to exacerbate die divide among 
major companies, politicians, the 
media and public opinion by com¬ 
ing out in favor of a single Euro¬ 
pean currency, it was reported in 
London Wednesday. 

According to the Financial 
Times , foe Confederation of Brit- 


Tourist Flow From 


Greece to Iron Up 


ATHENS — 294 tourists from 
Greece visited the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in ten groups 
between November, 1996 and 
April, 1997. 

The number includes 168 air¬ 
line employees in Greece who vis¬ 
ited Iran to get first-hand 
information on touris^ sites and. 
facilities in Iran. 

The number marks an upward 
trend in tourism from Greece to 
Iran, he said. (IRNA) 


isb Industry is putting forward a 
consultation document offering 
three options of when Britain 
should join European Monetary 
Union, but none supporting stay¬ 
ing outside. 

The three choices proposed is 
that the UK should becomes mem¬ 
ber of a single currency either at 
its launch date in January 1999, 
after a short time of observing its 
performance or in the long term. 

Monetary Union is singly the 
most divisive issue facing British 
politicians with foe ruling Conser¬ 
vative Party being pushed by a 
majority of its candidates in foe 
general election campaign to op¬ 
pose the UK’s entry and the La¬ 
bour Party expressing similar 
sentiments. 

Some even suggest that a single 
currency, which should have 
started this year, may still never 
happen or end in disaster because 
foe gulf between European econo¬ 
mies and foe threat it poses to 
national sovereignty. 


:-sr. 


LONDON — World oil prices 
firmed on Tuesday for the third 
successive day on foe possibility of 
lower oil exports from Nigeria and 
heightened tension between Iraq 
and the United States. , 

But the underlying market tone 
remained weak and some dealers 
predicted little chance of further 
gains. 

I'm not very impressed by this 
market. The helicopters are pretty 
insignificant and Nigeria is a per¬ 
ennial problem, said Nigel Sape- 
ria, managing director of the oil 
division at Bankers Trust Interna¬ 
tional in London. 

We're looking at the top of this 
little move give or take 10 cents, 
he said. 

Bellwether London Brent 
Crude futures fortune delivery 
were up 19 cents a barrel at 18.53 
at 1125 GMT, well above foe nine- 
month low of 17.54 hit about three 
weeks ago. 

But foe downdraft in oil prices 
has been severe since January 
when prices touched nearly 25 a 


barrel. Last year the average for 
Brent was 20.32 a barrel. 

Nigerian exports were threat¬ 
ened with delays but canc e l l ations 
are not expected, said operators 
shell cm Tuesday. (R*ut*r) 

Rls.820bn to Be 
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Offered to 


Cooperatives 

Tehran Times Service 




abroad. 

“Japanese companies need to 
be prepared for crises anywhere 
overseas as Lima is not a special 
place,” he said. 

Apart from Marubeni, local 
news reports said that other Japa¬ 
nese trading companies with hos¬ 
tages rescued were Kanematsu 
Corp., Mitsubishi Corp., Nissho 
Iwai Corp. and Tomen Corp., em¬ 
ployees of Japanese Food Giant 
Ajinomoto Co. Ltd., Japan Air¬ 
lines Co. Ltd.. Mitsui Mining and 
Smelting Co. Ltd. and foe Federa¬ 
tion of Japan Tuna Fisheries Co¬ 
operative Associations were also 
among those freed. 

In Lima, Peruvian President 
Alberto Fujimori said one Peru¬ 
vian hostage, two troops and all 14 
leftist takers were lolled when se¬ 
curity forces stormed foe resi¬ 
dence where the rebels had held 
foe 72 hostages for 18 weeks. 

(AFP) 


TEHRAN - Cooperatives Minister 
of Iran Gholamreza Shafie said hi 
Gorgan yesterday that his ministry 
would pay as much as 820 bflUoo 
rials in credits to cooperatives is 
the area of water and soil projects, 
agricultural sub-projects, {fore¬ 
stry,’ cultural affairs, transporta¬ 
tion, school building, a vA 
establishment of institutes of 
higher education. 

He said carpet weaving coop¬ 
eratives could also receive bulk¬ 
ing credits for their production 
plans, IRNA reported. 
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EXCHANGE RATES 

The following table shows the foreign exchange rates in rials as released by the Central Bank 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Wednesday April 23,1997. 
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Floating Bates 
BUY SELL 


Export Rates 
BUY SELL 


Australia 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

Holland 

Italy 

Japan 

Sweden 

UAE 

UK 

U.S. 


dollar 

schilling 

(100) francs 

dollar 

krone 

franc 

mark 

guilder 

(100) liras 

(100) yen 

krone 

dirham 

pound 

dollar 


1,356 

145 

4,960 

1,252 

268 

303 

1.024 

911 

103 

1,394 

229 

476 

2,861 

1,750 


1,363 

146 

5.988 

1.259 

270 

305 

1,029 

916 

104 

1.402 

231 

479 

2,877 

1,755 


2.327 

250 

8,514 

2,150 

461 

521 

1.757 

1,563 

176 

2,392 

393 

818 

4,911 

3,000 


2,339 

251 

8.557 

2,161 

464 

523 

1,766 

1,571 

177 

2,404 

395 

820 

4,936 

3,015 
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Boro end Chesteijield’s Dream 

UJNDON: M H^brousSfl wffl free Chelsea in next month's FA Cup 
beating second ifivfc ion Chesterfield 1-0 In a semifinal replay 
at Huisborough. 

5?*** by.Fwizio fcivanelll, MikkeJ Beck and Emerson ended 
Chesterfield'* historic bhi to becomelhe first team from outeide die 
fop twodhrbions to raadi the final as Boro readied theshowpiece event 
fiorthe fast time m their 121-year history. 

Ostenstad Keeps Saints Alive 

LONDON: Egil Octenstad's 13th goal of fee season gave Southampton 
a crucial 1-0 win at Sunderland to edge fee Saints ahead of their 
opponents in the increasingly intense battle for premiership survival 
Peter Reid's men pressed hard for an equalizer and substitute Ntall 
Quinn hit the post twice before the break. 

But Sotrfhamptoa held out, aided by tame finishing that has been 
Sunderland's trademark this season and threatens to cost them their 
pUce in the top flight. 

Southampton's win lifted them above Sunderland and Coventry to 15th, 
three ponds above the relegation zone, and Saints boss Graeme 
Soonest must wish Ids side coirid play against northeast opponents 
every week — they have-won at Newcastle, Middlesbrough and now 
Sunderland this season. 

Nervy Inter Book Final Date WithSchalke 

PARIS: Inter Milan reached the UEFA Cup final by the skin of their teeth 
Tuesday as they went through 3-2 on aggregate after going down 1-0 
away to as Monaco in their semifinal return. 

And the Hafians will now free surprise package SchaBte, after the 
Germans overturned a 141 first leg loss in Tenerife to oust the Spaniards 
2-0 in extra time before a sellout 56,000 crowd in Gelsenkirchen. 

KiUie End Final Wait 


final for 37 years wife a dra mati c late goal against premier division 
bgfaffim Dundee United. 

McIntyre struck four minutes from time with a typical poacher's goal 
to finafly break the stalemate between the teams at the end of a tense 
replay. 


Sampms, Muster and Becker Bankrupt in Monte Carlo 

MONACO: The world's top two players Pete Sampras and Thomas 
Muster, together moth three-time Wimbledon champion Boris Becker, 
came up against players hokfing afl the aces in the 23 million dollar 
Monte Carlo Open as they crashed out 

Swede Magnus Larason, ranked 43 in the world, put paid to world 
number one Sampras 3-6, 6-2,6-3 on a day of shocks in the ptrindpafite. 
Fabric* Santoro of France, ranked 90th in the world, destroyed world 
number two Muster 6-2, 7-6 whfle the ninth seeeded Becker, yet to win 
a day court tournament, went out 6-1,3-6,6-7 to Italy's Renzo Furtan, 
ranked 65th in fee world. 


Saini-Andre Joins Gloucester 

GLOUCESTER: Former French captain PhHippe Saint-Andre became the 
latest foreign star to ioin English rugby as Gloucester made their first 


MontferrandvringSaint-Aiidre, capped 64 times, has spent the past few 
weeks finaliziiw negotiations for a two-year contract wife coach Richard 
HilL . . .... 

Saint-Andre has captained France In almost half his test match 
appearances, leading them to an historic 2-0 series win on New Zealand 
soil in 1994. 

But a serious leg injury ruled him ont of this-aeason's Grand 
Stem-winning five nations campaign. 

CRICKET 

England Star Facing Rap Over Iffy Comipenls 

LONDON: England star Jack Russell is almost certain to face 
dbdpHiary action unless he tones down criticisms of former chairman 
of smectors Ray Illingworth in Ms forthcoming autobiography. 

Afl players are bound by their contrads to submit any arbetes tojorcPs 
before publication for approval and free possible punishment if they 

ThebgtemJandVfries Cricket Board (ECB) made it dear on Tuesday 
that wicketkeeper Russell could be punislied for his candor. 

"The board have looloed at the boote and their observations are now 
with and it is up to him if he takes them on board," said an ECB 
spokesman. 

De Silva, Ranatunga Dash Pakistanis Hopes 

COLOMBO: Aravfnda de Silva, etufing a drought of test niro, teamed 
up with skipper Aujuna Ranatunga to steer Sri lanka to safety.in the first 
test against Pakistan here. . _ .. . . 1JL 

The two experienced Sri Lanlans put on 129 for the feird wicket at the 
hosts, tniSne by 48 runs on the first innings, recovered from 53 for 
two to port 206 for ferae by dose of the fourth day's pby. 

CYCLING 

Cipottini Faces Syringe Trouble 

PRATO: Top Italian cyclist Mario dpolKni faces possible legal action 
after a chambermaid allegedly pricked her finger on a syringe left hi 
hb hotel room here on the 1996 Tour of Italy. ... 

Silvia Governatori, an examining magistrate, ordered a doctor to 

examine the contents of the syringe and to assess the woman's physical 

Thefchambennaid and her lawyer Cflovaimi Mati claim fee incident on 
May 29 last year has caused her testing psychological damage. . 

The rider and fee rest of hb Saeco Mercatone teamihad bran rtayu»j 
In the Santa Cristina Hotel for that day's life stage of the Giro dTtali* 
— which sprint star Cpoflim went on to win. 


McManus Snatches Last Gasp Win 

SHEFFIELD: Scotland's Aten McManus produced a spirited fightbadc to 
book a place in the last 16 of the world championship at the crucfole 
theater. 

The world.number six battled back from the brink of a shock first round 
exit to dash the hopes of fellow Scot Billy Snaddonl 0-9. 

But when he traded 8-4 and 9-8 there appeared no way back for fee 
26-year-old Glaswegian, a member of Scotland's Wbrkf Cup winning 
trio. 

In a game testing 427 minutes McManus was never in front until he 
potted the opening red of the winner-takes-all 19th frame. 

He went on to adda vital run of 34 and later fluked the final brown to 
leave hb good friend requiring snookers. 






MONACO (April 22): Monaco's Victor Ikpeba (0 and Milan's 
Jocelyn Angioma vie for the control of the ball during the UEFA 
Cup semi-final, second leg match Monaco vs Inter Milan here. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN—Our national football 
team finding three time* die net 
defeated Kenya, The goals came 
through events and the match did 
not enjoy an exciting current. The 
young Kenya could overcome 
their primary fright and emphasize 
their dominance in some phases of 
the game. 

One of the most significant 
points requiring revision is fee 
midfield area while breaking into 
from the sides. To lead die techni¬ 
cal capabilities of Mousavi and 
Azizi is another point to consider. 
Their ability in keeping die ball is 
wonderful in case their right spot 
in the tactical structure is accom¬ 
panied by a change. 

Keep in mind Saudi Arabia in 
die second play aimed at boxing in 
Azizi. Adopting a special defen- 


IMg' 





sive strategy, fee Arabs succeeded 
to foil AzizTs abilities bringing 
about our forward line to a haft. 
Hie forward duo of Azizi 
Mousavi will be of a greater help 
if they are not left alone in a tacti¬ 
cal space. Sending the ball over the 
goal for Khodadad Azizi was an¬ 
other point to reform. 

This kind of tactic helped 
Kenya to take die dominance in die 
midfield gradually which of 
course doesn’t mean they had 
everything under control at any 
given time. 

But something is worth ponder¬ 
ing. It has always been a bother to 
our football national teams. We 
need professional views to tackle 
die very problem in order not to 
encounter fee previous bitter expe- 




MONAGO (April 22): Swede Magnus Larsson returns a backhand 

to U.S. opponent Pete Sampras during the second round of the 
Monte Carlo Tennis Open. Larsson defeated Sampras 3-6,6-2, 
6-3. 

(AFP PHOTO) 
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Understanding Rung Fn 
as Described by a Master 

Skills of Kung Fu 

Timing is the key to a complicated attack. 

So, you should have enough practice to K 'MUtl 
become skilled in this field. While stand- H 

ing in a guard position and in particular 18r* r , jPH 
after some deceiving offenses, a simple Hk ■’**&■ Jf? 
attack can spoil the opponent's guard Jr / 

since the defender expects an introduc- 
tory or complex attack and consequently 
is not ready to receive a lightening blow. Li is.i 
The combined movements when fighting with an adept chal¬ 
lenger reveal your knowledge of various techniques but strik¬ 
ing a simple and direct blow on him shows your capability. 
Being aware of the rival's way of fighting is half of the 
challenge. When you face a calm and patient challenger who 
defends well, avoids unnecessary movements and distances 
himself from his opponent, you should never make an attack 
on him directly. Since such a challenger is usually conversant 
with blowing and performing hindering kicks from left and 
right, you have to firstly make him through long deceiving 
blows give up his blows and then trap him by struggling. But 
if you face a nervous fighter, you should apply s hort deceiving 
blows. Abo, you have to make every effort to make him more 
embarrassed and disturbed. 

j A short person often makes attacks on the targets moving 
ahead.. On the other hand, a sharp strong rival prefers the 
dose fight. In thb case, it is better for you to continue fighting 
without changing your guard position. Although a tall person 
is usually slower than a short person, he has mote access to 
hb opponent So, you should try to distance yourself from 
him because he can strike blows very easily. Also, you'd do 
better to do so when fighting a rival who continuously makes 
similar attacks. Of course, you have to not only avoid frequent 
withdrawing but also make a counterattack on him to make 
him lose hb balance. 






It b worth mentioning that using the tactics which your! 
opponent always apply can be often effective. For instance, if 1 
he is interested in striking hindering blows, you'd better use 
defensive blows and if you fight a rival whose blows are 
usually deceiving, it b time to apply hindering blows. In other 
.words, you should strike him with your fists. Of course, 
incessant attacks on a fighter who has adopted defensive 
tactic cannot be a sensible way. Since an inexperienced 
challenger usually uses similar and unexpected movements, 
the best policy is to defend -against hb blows at the last 
moment and a hindering blow can be the most effective 
means against his simple and direct attacks. ' 
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UNITED NATIONS — The UN 
General Assembly is to meet in 
wneigency special session on to¬ 
day to debate Israel's controver¬ 
sial decision to build a Jewish 
settlement In disputed East Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas. 

The UN session was scheduled 
after the required number of 93 
UN member states — a majority 
of the 185-nation assembly—sent 
letters in support of the meeting, 
UN Spokesman Juan Carlos 
Brandt said in a statement. 

The special emergency session, 
only the 10th in the United Na¬ 
tion's half-century existence to be 
held under the General Assem¬ 
bly's “uniting for peace” Resolu¬ 
tion (377), is expected to last two 
days. 

The UN Arab Group, backed 
by non-aligned states, officially 
requested the emergency special 
session on April 1 after toe United 
States cast its second veto in toe 
UN Security Council to prevent 
adoption of a resolution calling for 
a halt in the construction of toe Har 
Homa settlement. 

Har Homa is known as Abu 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati met 
with his Azeri counterpart Hassan 
Hassanov in Baku Tuesday and 
reviewed Iran-Azerbaijan rela¬ 
tions with him. 

According to IRNA, the for¬ 
eign minister of Iran told his Azeri 
counterpart that the Islamic Re¬ 
public has given recognition to Az¬ 
erbaijan immediately after its 
independence and added that Iran 
had adopted policies to ensure 
good neighborly relations with 
that northern neighbor-of Iran. 

Velayati said toe Republic of 
Armenia should vacate occupied 
territories of Azerbaijan and that 


ATHENS — Greek Foreign 
Ministry sources on Tuesday 
reiterated that there is no change 
in Greece's decision not to recall 
its ambassador from Tehran. 

Well-informed Foreign Minis¬ 
try sources told IRNA that Greek 
Ambassador to Tehran, Dimitris 
Tsikouris, was taking part to¬ 
gether with other ambassadors of 
the European Union in a meeting 
in Brussels and after that he will 
come to Athens to brief the Greek 
government and to spend his Eas¬ 
ter holidays here. 

Most Greek ambassadors are in 
Athens currently to spend the 



Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — A magnitude 4.8 
earthquake rocked the city of Fi- 
rouzabad in the southern Province 
of Fars at 72 :10 hours local time 
on Tuesday, IRNA reported. 

The Seismologies] Center of 
Shiraz, affiliated to Geophysics 
Institute of Tehran University reg¬ 
istered the epicenter of the quake 
ISO km south of the center, be¬ 
tween Ghir Karzin and Firouz- 
abad. 

A number of houses in the area 
have reportedly been damaged, 
but there has been no report on any 
casualty. 


Jebel Ghneim to Arabs. 

Western diplomats said that the 
assembly session took so long to 
convene because of European ob¬ 
jections to the tough language in a 
Palestinian-drafted resolution to 
be adopted by toe General Assem¬ 
bly. 

They said that the draft text, 
which originally called for a vir¬ 
tual economic boycott of Israel, 
was still in the process of being 
negotiated. The Palestinians were 
expected to further water down the 

text before a vote. 

Although General Assembly 
resolutions are not legally binding, 
they carry moral weight which in 
thin case would be further rein¬ 
forced because of toe "uniting for 
peace” formula. 

The General Assembly emer¬ 
gency special session also comes 
after toe 52-state organization of 
toe Islamic Conference and toe 
113-nation Non-Aligned Move¬ 
ment urged their members to 
freeze ties with Israel over the Har 
Homa issue. 

“Uniting for peace” is en¬ 
shrined in a 1950 General Assem- 


dislodged families should return 
home. 

The foreign minister of Iran 
added that die U.S. government 
intends to infiltrate toe world na¬ 
tions and added that the world gov¬ 
ernments should try to prevent 
Washington from doing so. 

The foreign minister of Azer¬ 
baijan said that die Republic of 
Armenia continues its provoca¬ 
tions and that it had not changed 
its jirevious position for continu¬ 
ing its occupation of Azerbaijan's 
territories. 

The foreign minister of Iran 
arrived here for a two-day official 
visit Tuesday and left the republic 
to Turkmenistan on Wednesday. 


Greek Easter holidays, the most 
significant Orthodox religious 
event. 

Tsikouris was expected to re¬ 
turn to his post in Tehran after toe 
Easter holidays. 

Last week, Greek government 
Spokesman Dimitris Reppas also 
said that Tsikouris would be taking 
part in the Brussels meeting and 
then come to Athens for consult¬ 
ations. 

Reppas had clarified that Ath¬ 
ens was not recalling its ambassa¬ 
dor from Tehran. * 

The term recalling, which ex¬ 
presses a policy, is not correct, he 
told a daily press briefing. 

The Western media interpreted 
the Greek move as a change in 
policy and reported that Athens 
was recalling its ambassador. 

Iran's Ambassador to Athens, 
Mehdi Khandaqabadi, was carry¬ 
ing out his duties as usual, Iranian 
Embassy sources told IRNA. 

Iran has recalled its ambassa¬ 
dors from all those EU countries 
which have recalled their ambas¬ 
sadors from the Islamic Republic. 

The Greek government said it 
did not agree with the invitation by 
the Dutch EU presidency to recall 
their ambassadors for consult¬ 
ations from Tehran following the 
Berlin court verdict in toe Myk¬ 
onos case. 

(IRNA) 


bly resolution providing for toe 
assembly to act when the UN Se¬ 
curity Council has failed in its 
duties to maintain international 
peace and security. 

The resolution was adopted in 
1950 at U.S. urging in the early 
stages of the Korean war to get 
round the systematic Soviet boy¬ 
cott of the Security Council. 

Infuriated by toe two U.S. ve¬ 
toes in toe council on Har Homa, 
the Palestinians invoked “uniting 
for peace” to take their complaint 
to the General Assembly. y\fp) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

IRAQ... 

“America is chewing over its 
failure” to prevent the flights, said 
Ath-Thawra, while “Iraq, in send¬ 
ing seven helicopters to repatriate 
sick and weary pilgrims, is merely 
exercising its sovereign right in its 
own airspace.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton said 
Tuesday his country will continue 
to enforce toe no-fly zone along 
with its western allies, although 
the Pentagon said the pilgrim 
flights were only a “technical” 
violation and will not be punished. 

“Such statements, steeped in 
weakness and disappointment, 
show up the failure of America and 
its isolation on toe international 
scene, ” said another official Bagh¬ 
dad daily, Al-Jumhuriya. 

_ . (AFP) 

(Contd from Pg.l) 

MAJLIS 

only endorses toe baseless and 
illegal court ruling and shows that 
the charges have roots in the 
German government,” toe Iranian 
deputies said in the 10-point 
statement. 

They praised toe Iranian gov¬ 
ernment for its “calculated and 
timely” response to Germany over 
toe affair and called for retaliation 
against any possible move against 
Tehran from Bonn in future. 

The MPs described the ruling 
as "another failed attempt" by 
Israel and toe United States. 
The MPs also asked the govern¬ 
ment to sue Germany for allegedly 
supplying Iraq with chemical 
weapons technology during eight 
years of the imposed war and for. 
suspending several projects here 
after the 1979 Islamic revolution. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

CHINA 

The joint statement builds on 
the “strategic partnership” accord 
signed in Beijing last year, which 
formalized growing relations be¬ 
tween the one-time enemies of 
Russia and China. 

Although both sides have gone 
to pains to emphasize that they are 
not making an alliance or target¬ 
ting any particular nation, thinly- 
veiled criticism of the United 
States and plans for the Eastward 
expansion through Europe of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza¬ 
tion (NATO) was apparent. 

“No country should seek he¬ 
gemony, practice power politics or 
monopolize international affairs... 
the establishment of a just and 
equitable new international order 
has become toe pressing need of 
the times,” it said. 

“Both sides express concern 
over attempts at enlarging and 
strengthening military blocs be¬ 
cause such a tendency may pose a 
threat to the security of certain 


Iranian, Azeri Foreign Ministers 
Hold Talks 


No Change in Greek Position on 
Not to Recall Envoy From Tehran 


countries and aggravate regional 
and global tension,” it added. 

Jiang arrived Tuesday in Mos¬ 
cow for a five-day state visit to 
Russia. He is due to sign a border 
troop reduction treaty today with 
Russia and the former Soviet states 
of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan. rAFm 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

MASSIVE... 

ganda of the enemies. 

Referring to toe qualifications 
of a competent president, Najaf 
Abadi said it is obvious that the 
next president should have high 
qualifications for the job. 

He should be an eminent and 
reliable character in order to 
maintain the honor and prestige ., 
of the system. He should be self- 
confident and independent in in¬ 
ternational relations and making 
decisions. He should be rtrongly 
supported by the people. 

The next president should 
have a critical view regarding the 
enemies' plots, he should have a 
keen eye to recognize them, and 
take an appropriate and just 
stance with regard to them. He 
should follow the line of Presi¬ 
dent Rafsanjani, and not be af¬ 
fected by Zionist propaganda. 

Najaf Abadi said that a presi¬ 
dent who is toe nation’s and the 
system's representative to the 
world is responsible for all ex¬ 
ecutive affairs and foreign rela¬ 
tions. 

Concerning the domestic 
qualifications of a president, he 
said that a president should be an 
outstanding religious politician, 
reliable from the point of view of 
the Leader, the Majlis and the 
nation. The relation between toe 
Majlis and the government is 
very sensitive in the country's 
reconstruction. The better toe re¬ 
lation, toe more successful the 
country’s development 

The president should have re¬ 
sponsibilities of the National Se¬ 
curity High Council, toe Council 
of Cultural Revolution, the 
Council on the Economy, Board 
of Ministers and other key re¬ 
sponsibilities. These factors 
should not be hidden from toe 
sharp eyes of people. 

Najaf Abadi said further that 
candidates should clarify their 
future practical and executive 
plans in order to familiari ze the 
people with their policies and in¬ 
tentions. In such a case, toe peo¬ 
ple will be able to elect 
appropriate plans, not merely a 
personality. Plans are control¬ 
lable and can be evaluated quan¬ 
titatively, whereas mottos and 
propaganda cannot be evaluated 
quantitatively. 

Everything can be said and 
claimed during interviews; lec¬ 
tures and mottos; everyone can 
talk about freedom and justice; 
but what matters is action. 

In addition to the charac¬ 
teristics and future plans of a 
president, he said, the presi¬ 
dent’s colleagues, those who will 
undertake responsibilities at high 
levels, are also important For 
example, the specifications and 
characteristics of members of toe 
presidential Council cm the Econ¬ 
omy and his first deputy are im¬ 
portant. 

Najaf Abadi concluded rw 
the Iranian nation should ta fo» 
part in elections once again and ' 
meet its duty by choosing the best 
available candidate and the best 
program. 


(Contd From Pg. 1), 
COMMONALTIES... 

language some 8,00 years ago. In¬ 
deed separating Farsi from India is 
tantamount to separating Islam 
from that country, he stated. 

He underlined that Islam is part 
and parcel of India’s identity, add¬ 
ing that Islam did not reach India 
through the attacks of the kings 
and emperors 

India's- inclination towards 


mysticism and Islam’s emphasis 
on gnosticism through Farsi as a 
media paved the way for the 
spread of Islam in India, Miri 
added. 

As for positive impacts of Farsi 
on India's culture, be said that 
Farsi will soon spread in India to 
the extent that numerous Hindus 
would write Persian books in vari¬ 
ous fields. Indeed toe Persian 
books and manuscripts as well as 
monument scattered all over India 
are good memorials of 'intimate 
connections between Iran, Farsi 
and India. Taj Mahal is an out¬ 
standing example. Farsi has left an 
unforgettable impact on India's 
culture, he added. 

The personal and public librar¬ 
ies are invaluable treasures of 
Farsi language in India. Despite 
prolonged British rule in India, 
Farsi has a special status in this 


new Intifada uprising a gain.* Is¬ 
rael. 

“We demand toe release of 
these activists. 100 of whom be¬ 
long to Hamas and have been 
held in Gaza prisons for toe past 
23 months,” Said Mahmud Za¬ 
har, toe Hamas spokesman in 
Gaza City. 

“We call on toe Palestinian 
authority to stop this security co¬ 
operation with Israel zndjci m 
resurrecting the Intifada 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian 
lands,” he said. 

Zahar was referring Co' the 
2987-1993 uprising in toe West 
Bask, Gaza Strip and aroyx ed 
East Bait-nl-Moqaddas. ■ ■ 

strong Israeli pressure, 
Pale s t in ian police arrested hun¬ 
dreds of Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
me m bers last year. (AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

HOSTAGE... 


country. Although Farsi is not job 
oriented in India, people have a 
special attachment to this lan¬ 
guage. 

Indeed there are certain prob¬ 
lems in toe way of toe spread of 
Farsi in India today. Iran Culture 
House (ICH) has tried to over¬ 
come some of those difficulties. 
The following are some of the 
steps taken by ICH in this regard 

Farsi was the court language 
for a long time. All decrees, and 
communications were written in 
Farsi, a considerable part of which 
are kept in Indian museums today. 
Despite toe prolonged rule of the 
British still we find the impart of 
Farsi in India In various ways. 

There are 180 Persian depart¬ 
ments "in Indian universities. The 
ICH organizes annual improve¬ 
ment courses for the Indian teach¬ 
ers of Farsi in New Delhi. Thus 
far we have had 12 courses. At die 
latest course, some 180 Indian lec¬ 
turers and professors participated 
which continued for two weeks. 

We also organize Farsi classes 
in various parts of India. Jawahar- 
lal Nehru University, Delhi and 
Jamia Melli Universities are 
among the most active universities 
in India. The Association of Farsi 
Teachers holds annual meetings 
and we normally invite professors 
from Iran to participate in such 
meetings. In order to preserve the 
legacy of Farsi, we help toe librar¬ 
ies to bind Persian manuscripts 
arid correct them by Indian profes¬ 
sors. 

We also publish the Qand-e 
Farsi journal which contains arti¬ 
cles by Indian as well as Iranian 
professors and researches. 

In order to give information 
about the available Farsi manu¬ 
scripts in India, we are printing the 
bibliography of the manuscripts, 
he said- _ (A FP) 

(Contd From Pg. l) 

ARMY... 

Soldiers fired rubber bullets 
“d f?ar ps to force sfonothrow- 
era back’into their houses, but no 
injuries were reported. 

Surif has been sealed off by toe 
army since March 21. 

Three local youths were 
woti nded, one seriously, in clashes 
which erupted over the scheduled 
destruction of AI-Hur's. 

Wednesday and Thursday last 
week more than 50 inhabitants of 
Surif were wounded in clashes 
which coincided with the destruc¬ 
tion of the first two homes. 

According to another report, 
the Islamic Resistance Move¬ 
ment (Hamas) on Wednesday 
urged Yasser Arafat’s Palestin¬ 
ian authority to release some 200 
activists it is holding and back a 


blackmail fay subversive ele¬ 
ments,” Fujimori told a crowd q 
central Lima after the military as¬ 
sault. 

The United States absolved Fu¬ 
jimori of blame for the deaths as > 
result of the operation and in To¬ 
kyo, Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto said he hoped to travel 
to Peru and personally congratu¬ 
late toe ethnic Japanese leader, 
who also received plaudits from 
Europe, Latin America, and other 
Asian capitals. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Yiddhiko Dceda was scheduled to 
leave for Lima late Wednesday, 
officials said. 


Washington and Tokyo said 
they had no advance wanting of 
the operation. But Japan offered 
praise for the daring rescue. 

“The tinting could not have 
been better, “Chief Cabinet Secre¬ 
tary Seiroku Kajiyama said. 

“President Fujimori is a re¬ 
sourceful wartime general. He 
prepared things so carefully. He’s 
a fine-thinking man.” 

The Peruvian Congress late 
Tuesday also praised the military 
intervention, calling it a “glorious 
page” in Peruvian history, aid 
naming Supreme Court Justice 
Carlos Giusti. a hostage who died 
of a heart a t tack after be was shot 
during the rescue operation, a 
“civil hero.” 


Gumucio, one of die freed hos¬ 
tages, said that troops 
the building when the captor s w ere 
playing soccer in toe residtace^nBr 
ception hall. ’* -,-C 

“An explosion 

reception hall, where a tannetl^ 
been dug, killed mostoftfaet^V: : 
ists (and) I saw five or six < 
collapse.” Gnmucio said. 


magazine reponeaupi 

Peruvian military offfceqr^^b 
were among hostages ksnnedjfle- 
tails of the assault .through family 
letters written in 

The signal for the start of toe 
operation was to be a marine an¬ 
them played by a band at a nearby 
headquarters,-a reporter from to® 
magazine said. Residents of.toe 
area beard toe hymn shortly after 
3:00 p.m. 

Officials said 140 crack troops 
-entered foe residence compound 
through an underground tunnel 
whose construction was cited by 
the rebels as the reason for an 
abrupt suspension of negotiations 
on March 6. The sunny afternoon 
calm in the posh neighborhood 
was shattered by automatic gunfire 
and a series of explosions that left 
a thick, black pall over toe com¬ 
pound. 

Roughly 40 minutes after toe 
operation began, jubiliantsoldiers 
appeared on the rooftop- of the 
residence, flashing the ‘V’ for vic¬ 
tory sign. (AFP) 
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LIMA — Chronology of (he hos¬ 
tage crisis feat began here Decem¬ 
ber 17 when Marxist guerrillas 
seized the Japanese ambassador's 
residence and ended Tuesday 
when Peruvian troops stormed the 
compound: 

December 17: Rebels take over 
the Japanese ambassador's resi¬ 
dence during a Gala reception in 
honor of Emperor Alobito. The 
women among the wtiimted 700 
hostages are released within two 
hours. One rebel threatens to exe¬ 
cute hostages, declaring: “Either 
the government gives in or we will 
all die right here." 

December 1& President Al¬ 
berto Fujimori names Education 
Minister Domingo Palermo gov¬ 
ernment negotiator. The rebels de¬ 
mand to be farihwq to the Amazon 
with about 440 impri so ned com¬ 
rades and selected hostages. Five 
diplomats are released to act as 
intermediaries with the govern¬ 
ment. 

December 19: International 
Red Gross official Michel Mhmtg, 
originally one of the hostages, is 
ap po inte d a mediator. 

December 2ft: Tupac Amaru 
rebels release 38 of abobt 380 cap¬ 
tives. 

De cemb e r 21: Fujimori says 
die gov ern ment “will not discuss 
a possible peace agreement.** 
""December 22: The rebeb.re- 
lease 225 hostages who^ha^ no 
Knlr* to the Peruvian 
bm continue to Kptd^foetikn 100 
captive -^amofag them Asian dip¬ 
lomats and businessmen. 

December 24: The Uruguayan 
g ov ernm ent releases two Tupac 
Amaru rebels held in its prisons. 
Within hours Uruguayan Ambas¬ 
sador Tabare Bocalandra is freed. 

D e cem b er 26: The Guatema¬ 
lan amb a ss a dor is freed. One of 
die Japanese ambassador's Ger¬ 
man shepherds is killed when it 
trips a mine on die grounds. 

December 28: Government ne- 
gotiator Dommgo Palermo makes 
h« first visit to the residence. The 
ambassadors of Malaysia and the 
Dominican Republic axe freed 


whose mission is to act as a nego¬ 
tiating board. 

J a nuar y 17: The rebels free 
Peru's top anti-terrorist fighter, 
Luis Valencia, the chief of opera¬ 
tions for Peru’s anti-terrorism po¬ 
lice for health reasons. 

January 25: Rebels respond 
with bursts of semi-automatic 
weapons fire after several days of 
increasingly provocative police 
activity around the compound. 

January 26: Rebels free Peru¬ 
vian National Police General Jose 
Rivas Rodriguez, 56. for health 
reas o ns. 72 hostages remain in¬ 
side. 

January 27: A Tupac Amaru 
rebel opens fire on police officers 
making obscene gestures at the 
compound during a military-style 
\ parade. The government also be¬ 
gins blaring military-style music 
from loud speakers erected around 
the compound. 

January 28: Tokyo calk for 
calm and implicitly criticizes Fuji¬ 
mori's tough handling of the cri¬ 
sis. 

January 31: Japanese Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashinwto and 
Fujimori arrive in Canada and 
hold a first, informal meeting. 

February 1: The Japanese and 
Peruvian leaders hold a second 
meeting. Fujimori agrees to step 

efforts at dialogue but reiteraties 
no MRTA prisoners will be freed. 

Febr uar y 2: Fujimori meets 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
Was hing ton, who voices support 
for foe Peruvian p resid en t's han¬ 
dling of the crisis. 

February 6: Dialogue guaran¬ 
tors ar chb is hop Juan Luis CSpri- 
ani, Michel Mining of die Red 
Cross and Canarian Ambassador 
Anfeony Vincent meet for talks 
with rebel leader Nestor Cerpa. 

March 2: Ffcghnori, in Santo 
Domingo, discusses political asy¬ 
lum for the rebels in the Domini¬ 
can Republic with the country's 
President Leoool Fernandez. 

.March 3: Fidel Castro agrees 
to give asylum to the rebels in 
Cuba if asked by Peru and Japan. 

March 4: The rebels reiterate 


March 18: Japanese Vice For¬ 
eign Mi n ister Masahiko Kozzxnra 
arrives in Lima bringing a letter 
from Prime Minister Ryutaro 
HasMmoEo to Fujimori. He wiD 
travel later to Cuba and the Do¬ 
minican Republic.' 

March 19: Japan's Kyodo 
News Service reports that Fuji¬ 
mori is prepared to compromise 
over the release of jailed rebels, 

one of the key demands of die 
Lima hostage-takers. 

March 20: Cuba offers asylum 
to the rebels following an official 
request from visiting Vice Foreign 
"Minister of Japan Masahiko Ku- 
mora. Nineteen Japanese are 
among the hostages. 

March 20; Fujimori categori¬ 
cally denies reports (hat he would 
be wfflmg to release some rebel 
prisoners to end a die hostage. 

March 21: The D ominic an Re¬ 
public offers asylum to the rebels. 

March 22: Archbishop Juan 
Luis Cipriani, one of three mem¬ 
bers of a panel that has been meet¬ 
ing separately with government 
officials and rebels, called for se¬ 
rious talks, hinting the panel may 
disband in frustration. 

March 23: Tbs rebels agree to 
a government propo sa l to go to 
Cuba, Japan's Maimchi Shim hun 
reports. 

March 24: Fujimori and the 
rebels consider a six-point pro¬ 
posal to end dm crisis pot forward 
by the mediating panel, which 
would include political asylum 
abroad for the hostage takers, ac¬ 
cording to reports. 

March 25: Metfiators meet 
with rebels for nearly two hours to 
apparently iron out details of the 
reported plan. 

March 26: A new resskn bo- 
tween rebel leaders and me diato rs 
is held. Vincent meets with Cuban 
Ambassador Pedro Diaz. 

April 7: Mila says solution to 
crisis is in the hands of the govern¬ 
ment and asks for concrete propos¬ 
als. 

April 18: Mediators meet with 
National Ombudsman Jorge San- 



akng with 18 others. 

December 31: Rebel leader 
Nestor Cerpa Cartolini, a former 
Textile Union or g an izer, holds a 
press conference with reporters 
who slip into the residence com¬ 
pound. The Honduran ambassador 
and Argentine consul are freed. 

January 1: Seven captives are 
allowed out, bringing die total 
held co 74. 

January 7: Predawn shots are 
fired by the rebels. A Japanese 
reporter and his translator are ar¬ 
rested for entering the compound. 

January 8: Fujimori pledges 
that there will be no use of force 
at the residence as long as the 
hostages are safe. 

January 15: Rebels agree to a 
so-called guarantors commission. 


their refusal to accept asylum m a 
third country. 

March 6: The rebels break off 
negotiations with the government 
saying they have discovered an 
attempt by security forces to tun¬ 
nel into the residence. 

March 7: The Japanese press 
reports that a tunnel into the resi- 


Marcfa 11: Ft^imori declines to 
rule out the use of force to end the 
crisis. . 

March 16: Japan says it will 
Cuba and die Donrimcss Re¬ 
public to offer asylum to die re¬ 
bels. 

March 17: Thousands of Peru¬ 
vians stop work to stage a peaceful 
demonstr a tion to marie die 90th 

day of the hostage crisis. 


tistevan. Cipriani said there were 
'‘small advances” in the negotia¬ 
tions. 

April 15: Cipriani four the 
fourth time in one week with Fu¬ 
jimori. 

April 19: The Interior Minister 
and national police chief resign 
amid reports indicating that rebels 
holding 72 hostages here may be 
downscaling their demands. 

April 21: Cerpa said the rebels' 
original demand holds: They want 
all 440 imprisoned comrades set 
free. 

April 22: Peruvian security 
forces storm the Japanese ambas¬ 
sador's residence, freeing at least 
20 of the 72 p romin ent hostages 
fading die more titan four-moo th- 
old standoff. (AFP) 
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DHAKA — The political honey¬ 
moon of Bangladesh Prime Minis¬ 
ter Sheikh Hasina has ended as the 
opposition ratchets up pressure 
and her government struggles to 
address the nation's myriad prob¬ 
lems. 

Nine after taking of¬ 

fice, Hasma's government has its 
hands full fending off opposition 
attacks while addressing a stagnant 
economy, severe electricity short- 
fells and s securities scandal that 
has rocked the country’s nascent 
capital market. 

She is rowing against a strong 
tide, said Matiur Rahman Chowd- 
hnry, editor of Dhaka's popular 
Banglabazar Paktrika newspaper. 

Although Hasina, 49, remains 
popular as the daughter of late 
Bangladesh independence leader 
Sheikh Mujibnr Rahman, the 
warming relationship between 
Hasina’s government and tradi¬ 
tional rival India and accusations 
of secret deals between the two 
have drawn heavy fire from her 
opponents. 

Her failure to adequately justify 
those ties to die nation axe aAAmg 
to the pressure against her, 
QtowtflHiry said. 

Opponents are critical of a 30- 
year water-sharing treaty Hasina 
signed wife India in December to 
ensure Bangladesh Its share of the 
Ganges River water and an offer 
of land transit across Bangladesh 
to facilitate transport b e tw ee n In¬ 
dian states. 

The Ganges origmates in die 
Himalayas and flows down iwfa 
and Bangladesh into the Bay of 
Bengal. Bangladesh had accused 
India of obstructing its flow, caus- 
mg gradual desertification of areas 
in the northwest. 

A chunk of India is on the east¬ 
ern side of Bangladesh, connected 
to die rest of fee coaitry by only 
a narrow strip of land sandwiched 
between northern Bangladesh and 
Bhutan. 

While die government denies 
having reached a final decisioa on 
the transit issue, die main opposi¬ 
tion Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
(BNP) of former Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia alleges the 
deal has already been sealed. 

The BNP rejected the water 
deal, saying it would give India the 
upper hand in dictating terms on 
other issues and eventually might 
turn into a protector¬ 

ate of India. 

India helped Bangladesh to gain 
independence from Pakistan in 
1971^ but has been accused of he¬ 
gemony by die successors to Mu- 
jib, who was lolled in a 1975 army 
coup. 




Khaleda said readying cam¬ 
paign M gafoytT ffanma 

KbaWfa appears to be waiting 
for a strong enough reason to 
launch a'massivB campaign to top¬ 
ple Hasina, one South Asian dip¬ 
lomat said on Friday. 

It’s too early. She has been in 
office for only nine months, he 
told Reuters. 

The BNP called a general strike 
on March 23 to test people’s re¬ 
sponse, which analysts say was not 
very convincing, and later warned 
that tougher actions ere ahead. 

Khaleda has yet to spell out 
what those actions might be, but 
her close associates told rep orte r s 
she meant a series of disruptive 
strikes and street unrest — some¬ 
thing Hasina had used while in 
opposition to topple Khaleda in 
March 1996. 

The BNP says the government 
has failed to improve law and or¬ 
der, bring in foreign investment, 
protect industry against smuggling 
from India and ensure factories 
enough power. 

Bangladesh currently feces a 
shortfall of350 megawatts of elec¬ 
tricity because of the shutdown of 
generation plants. 

Further, the stock market has 
been shaky since the securities and 
exchange commission a c cused 36 
top dealers and company owners 
of involvement in fra u d u le nt ac¬ 


tivities last month. The accused 
are out on bail and their cases tire 
pending. 

Hie Awami League says many 
of the problems were inherited 
from the BNP g ove rnm ent and 
promises im p rovement, but fee 
BNP and its allies appear to be in 
no mood to wait. 

We have given her (Hasina) 
enough time but riie has not been 
able to make good use of it, 
Khaleda told her followers in 
Dhaka earlier this week. 

She has alleged feat fee govem- 
menthas bunched a crackdown on 
political opponents, jailing thou¬ 
sands of BNP activists, which 
Hasma denied. 

Hasina suffered a setback when 
four senior BNP leaders arrested 
in March on charges of inciting 
sabotage were freed fay fee high 
court early this month duo to a lack 
of evidence. 

The four arrested — three for¬ 
mer ministers and fee former 
mayor of Dhaka — were given 
heroes’ welcomes when they 
walked out of jafl. Khaleda called 
the case proof of Hasina’s repres¬ 
sive politics. 

This can be a costly mistake 
when Sheikh Hasina is already 
feeling fee beat...and perhaps is 
feeing prospects of a lot of unrest, 
said an Asian diplomat visiting 
Dhaka last week. (Reuter) 
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ROME —A 13-year-old Italian girl suffering from the eating disorder 
anorexia jumped off a balcony and killed herself because she thought 
she was too fat, media reports said on Tuesday. 

The girl , who was not named, jumpedfrom the balcony of her family's 
seventh floor flat in the northern city of Milan and landed in front of 
her father and brother. She died instantly. 

The media reports said the girl, who weighed only 46 kg (101 lb), was 
obsessed with her figure and wanted to lose even more weight. They 
quoted recent diary extracts which said: / should lose a little more 
weight. I'm fat. _ (fierta) 








BRUSSELS — NATO military 
chiefs failed to agree on how to 
forge a leaner, more flexible com¬ 
mand structure for the Atlantic al¬ 
liance after two-day talks which 
ended here Wednesday, military 
officials said. 

“The military chiefs of staff of 
the NATO countries have not 
made any progress, this is a total 
failure,'* a diplomat said. 

The talks had made progress 
towards consensus on dividing 
Europe into two military regions 
instead of three Tuesday, but Brit¬ 
ain, the main loser under the new 
arrangement, called for furt her 
studies. 

A last attempt to teach an agree¬ 
ment was made Wednesday morn¬ 
ing at an unscheduled special 
meeting of the military chiefs of 


staff but the meeting failed, offi¬ 
cials said. 

NATO's military leaders will 
now hold an extraordinary meeting 
in June to try to reach a consensus 
that would allow a NATO summit, 
due in Madrid the following 
month, to ratify the structural re¬ 
form, a key item on the summit 
agenda. 

Military officials who had 
agreed to pursue studies on a new 
structure, failed to reach agree¬ 
ment on reducing to two — north 
and south — from three — north¬ 
west, center and south — the num¬ 
ber of regions currently covered 
by NATO’s integrated command 
in charge of Europe. 

Agreement on a reduction had 
been taken, for granted before the 
meeting. (AFP) 


Juppe Stresses Europe, Unity 
for French Election 


PARIS — French Prime Minister 
Alain Juppe rallied his forces on 
Tuesday for a snap parliamentary 
election, pledging more of the 
same economic medicine and 
stressing his commitment to fur¬ 
ther European integration. 

Addressing parliamentarians 
and senior members of his often 
fractious center-right coalition at a 
conference center in western 
Paris, Juppe promised an aggres¬ 
sive campaign to win the election 
and lead a modernized France into 
the next century. 

In the most daring gamble since 
taking .office,. President Jacques 
Chirac on Monday dissolved the 
National Assembly and brought 
forward the election by 10 months 
to May 25 and June 1. _ 


He argued that France needed a 
government with a renewed legiti¬ 
macy to prepare for a single Euro¬ 
pean currency and reform the 
state, cutting public spending and 
taxes. 

The leftwing opposition ac¬ 
cused Chirac of preparing a new 
turn of the screw to meet die strict 
Maastricht Treaty budget deficit 
targets required to join the single 
European currency. 

Juppe denied more austerity 
was on the way as the economy 
was recovering. But a senior gov¬ 
ernment official told Reuters that 
further austerity would be re¬ 
quired in the autumn to meet cri¬ 
teria to quality for the Euro. 

(Reuter) 


Muslims, Philippines Agree to Take 
Steps to End flashes 


COTABATO, Philippines — 
Muslim guerrillas and Philippine 
government negotiators reached 
agreement here Wednesday to take 
steps to end armed clashes that 
have marred tbe run-up to prelimi¬ 
nary peace talks. 

But the talks will continue re¬ 
gardless of continued reports of 
fighting between their forces, La- 
nang Ali, negotiator for the Mus¬ 
lim insurgent Moro Islamic 
Liberation Front (MILF) said. 

Stopping the fighting was the 
major issue at the opening session 
of two-days of negotiations being 


held in a Catholic-run university 
here. ' 

The head of the government 
panel. Major General Joselin Naz- 
areno, said an MILF request for an 
end to a military offensive against 
their forces in Zamboanga del 
Norte Province west of Cotabato 
would be raised directly with re¬ 
gional military authorities con¬ 
tinuing clashes between the 
government and tbe MILF in the 
southern Philippines, particularly 
in the Zamboanga del Norte tows 
of Sirawai, have claimed 35 lives 
in the past week. (AFP) 
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GRAND FORKS, ND, United States (April 22): US. President Bill 
Clinton's Biackfiawfc helicopter flies over flood-soaked Grand 
Forks, ND. After viewing the floodded town by helicopter, Clinton 
then'addressed area residents at the air base. Most of the 50,000 
residents of Grand Folks have been evacuated from their homes 
i because of the worst flooding this area has ever seen. 
j _ (AFP PHOTO) 
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BRUSSELS — Belgian police 
were thought to be closing in 
Wednesday on a serial killer who 
has taunted them for the past 
month by leaving a string of fe¬ 
male body parts in bizarrely- 
named locations around the 
southern town of Mons. 

The breakthrough came when 
investigators established the iden¬ 
tity of a second of the killer's vic¬ 
tims, whose severed head was 
found cm April 12. 

The head belonged to a local 
woman, believed to be in her 20s, 
who had not been reported miss¬ 
ing. 

It corresponds to a torso found 
on March 24 on a track known as 
the “Path of Worry" behind Mons 
station, near the River Hate. 
Limbs found in separate finds in 
neighboring localities are believed 
to he part of the same body. 

The woman was identified from 
witness statements gathered after a 
photo-fit picture of the victim's 
face was circulated last week. 

However, prosecutors in Mons 


have not so far released her iden¬ 
tity on the request of the de¬ 
ceased's family, concerned about 
the safety of witnesses. 

“Other people are in danger," 
said state prosecutor Didier Van 
Reusel. 

Van Reusel described the killer 
as “dangerous, meticulous and in¬ 
telligent", and said the fact that he 
or she is still at large had spread 
fear through the local community. 
Streets in the region are now de¬ 
serted after nightfall. 

“The ill-feeling is palpable in 
the towp and the surrounding 
area," he told AFP. “The locals 
are struggling to take it in, and are 
scared." 

So far, 15 garbage bags have 
been found in the area since March 
22, all contained neatly-severed 
female body parts, except for one 
stuffed with clothing. 

The parts are from at least three 
victims, though they may come 
from up to six different people. 

(AFP) 


Cpcnsioncr (juried ontf Qrenade for g^-^jcjcnsc 

CHISINAU — Moldovan transport poGce detained a T&year-ald 
woman who carried a hand grenade for self-defense ht her shopp in g 
basket, ITAR-TASS news agency said. 

/ carry it around because there is so much hooliganism ammdtad : 
you can't expect people to come to your helfrfr quoted her assaying. 

The police detained the woman after receiving a trp-qff that a 
dangerous criminal was riding a suburban mutt in Chisinau, capital 
of the former Soviet republic. 

(Beater) 

Hopes Prevail for Peace 
Talks in Zaire 


KINSHASA — Hopes prevailed 
Wednesday for peace talks be¬ 
tween Zairean President Mobutu 
Sese Seko and rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila, despite a hardening of the 
rebel stance and fears of a battle 
for Kinshasa. 

Mobutu's special envoy 
Honore Ngbanda Nzambo said foe 
president remained ready for tbe 
first face-to-face meeting between 
the two men, but no venue had 
been agreed upon after he AfVmeA 
an invitation from President Nel¬ 
son Mandela. 

Earlier Mobutu's son and 
spokesman Nzanga Mobutu had 
also said the ailing president was 
willing to talk, but that he could 
not go to South Africa for health 
reasons. 

He and Ngbanda said discus¬ 
sions were under way to try to find 
an alternative venue, with neigh¬ 
boring Congo is the favorite option 
in Kinshasa. 


Lose Tuesday, U.S. State tfo. 
partment spokesman Nicholas 
Burns sudd Washington otifi hoped 
for talks, bat that they tmy rot tike 
place in South Africa. 

Whether such a meeting, will 
take place depends on both sides 
co mp romising a great deal, diplo¬ 
mats here stressed. 

Marshal Mobutu wifi have to 
swallow his pride and meet foe 
man who wants to oust him from 
power after 32 years of dictator¬ 
ship in foe vast impoverished na¬ 
tion. 

Kabila, whose forces have Al¬ 
ready captured the eastern half of 
Zaire, will have to climb down 
from his insistence that foe only 
talks he wants are oo Mobutu's 
resignation. 

Neither have the sides agreed 
on what comes first, a cease-fire 
or talks. Kabila has reled out a 
cessation of hostilities before ne¬ 
gotiations. (AF?) 


New Indian Premier Urged to 
Get to Work After Crisis 


NEW DELHI — New Indian 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gu- 
jral assumed office Wednesday 
amid calls to get to work, as talks * 
began which could return finance 
champion Palaniappan Chidam¬ 
baram to the government benches. 

“It's time to get back to real 
governance," tbe Indian Express 
said, a day after Gujral won a 
confidence vote for his minority 
United Front Government. 

“But it can't be done unless 
there is a renewed attempt on the 
part of foe United Front's parties 
to bury their various hatchets.” 

The Times of India stressed foe 
need for urgency to get foe wheels 
of government moving. 

“There is a whole host of 
chores before the new government 
that cannot wait to be done,” the 
newspaper said, reflecting a na¬ 
tionwide urgency to forget the past 
three weeks of political turmoil. 

The 77-year-old Gujral, a for¬ 
mer diplomat, assumed work after 
calling on Indian President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma Wednes¬ 
day. Sharraa had asked Gujral to 
seek the trust vote. 

Gujral's coalition is a virtual 
replica of the previous United 
Front led by H.D. Deve Gowda, - 
which was toppled on April 11 
after the Congress (I) Party with¬ 
drew its parliamentary support. 

The Congress agreed to prop up 


foe Front again when it replaced 
Deve Gowda with Gujral, who 
wn sworn mas India's J2th pre¬ 
mier Monday and won foe parlia¬ 
mentary trust vote the next day. 

Gujral's election as Deve 
Gowda's successor caused a bitter 
leadership battle, which, led to foe 
regional Tamil Manila Congress 
(TMC) of G.K. Moopanar with¬ 
drawing from foe coalition. (AFP) 

14 Mflslifli Separatists 
Among 28 Killeilii 
Kashmir 

SRINAGAR, Infoa — Foartcm 
Muslim sep arati sts sal an Indian 
army officer were among 20 peo¬ 
ple killed in five separate jocjdenS 
in the northern state afKashnar,* 
defense spokesman sail Wcdno 
day. • ... 

Four militants belonging 10! ‘ 
Haikat-ul-Ansar separatist Si*? 
were gunned down by Indii® 
troops in a bottle Tuesday 
the northern Kashmiri dab** °* 
Baramulla, foe spokesmen^?* - 
An Indian soldier was erkk"v 
injured in the atta c k, 

Three other Muslim / 

and an Indian arniy officer^*, I 

a firefight m the southern * stn ° L 
of Doda, he adderL. ... •• L 
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1 THOUGHT 

Income-tax time is when you test 
your powers of deduction. 

Shelby Fricmdnuoi 
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Oft the Cancer front 

Nationd Cancer Insti- 
vrdAtote (NCI) ncendy »n- 
noonced fat the jHh sate from 
cancer in the United States fell by 
roughly three percent between 
1991 sod 1995 — the first sash 
tamed (Mine since wnrinnai re¬ 
cord-keeping began in die 1930s. 

TUs “mails a turning point 
from the steady increase we’ve 
seen throughout mch pf lhk cen- 
tary,” says Nd director Dr. 
Richard Kla mmw **1116 1990s 
wiH he remembered as the decade 
when we measnraUy tamed die 


News From the 


Most of die owerafi chop is due 
to declines in hmg, f rf orectwl nil 
prostate cancer A**tha in raw — 
and breast, colorectal and gyne¬ 
cologic cancer deaths m women. 
The decline has been greater 
among men than women, mostly 
because of changes in de lung 
cancer rates, which are strongly 
influenced by smoking patterns. 
Ijmg cancer mortality fell 6.7 per¬ 
cent in men hi die five-year pe¬ 
riod, while rising 6.4 percent in 
women. 

PoisondVYProtection 

If yoa’re sensit i ve to poison 
ivy, oak ar-sunmc—and as many 
as 70 perceta of people are — 
relief is in sight Last year, Ivy- 


Kock was approved by die FDA, 
m a king it fee first product provid- 
mg protection a gainst poison ivy 
and its cousins to get the agency’s 
day. The key ingredient m the 
m3ky».non-prescription lotion is 
bentoqnatam, a drag that hVjw 
die oil tom die plants’ leaves 

preventing it from produc- 
. foS toe characteristic itchy rash. 

Ivy Block: was tested on work¬ 
ers such as firefighters ami forest 
rangers, whose Jobs put them in 
frequent contact with the noxious 
plants. The lotion is expected to be 
on ebugstore shelves nationwide 


Gender Gap for Pam 

According to a study published 
in Nature Medicine, researchers 
have found that certain pain medi¬ 
cations wot better on women 

Han wi mwi 

In die past, tests done mostly 
on men suggested that so-caHed 
k ap p a o p i oid drugs were less ef¬ 
fective than morphine and codeine 
drags. In the new test, 28 men and 
20 women in their 20s lock a 
kappa-opioid drag after having at 
least one wisdom tooth removed. 
The results: women reported far 
greater , ln npr 4«tii>g relief than 


:Bef is m si ght Last year. Ivy- their male counterparts. a critical 

“ wmsm date s? tensbs ko. mm 

THIS IS TO KORN AU THE BBHIERS THAT HE CLOSING DATE Of 
TDOEB NO. 87002 IS EXTENDED TO 14-5-97. 

invzt atiok worn msm 


■ “Biologically, men and women 
don't obtain relief in the same 
way,” says study author Dr. Jot 
D. Levine- “It may be dial the 
brain circuitry regulating pain re¬ 
lief differs between die sexes—or 
that sex hormones facilitate or in¬ 
terfere with pain drugs.** 

In an editorial ac co m p aying the 
study, Florida State University 
neuroscientist Karen Berkley says 
thp. finiBny i hi ghli ght die for 
more basic research on the mecha¬ 
nisms of pain and its relief, more 
comparative tests of painkillers — 
and more inclusion of women in 
ftdure clinical trials. 

Alzheimer’s Report 

While many new medications 
for Alzheimer's disease are now 
being tested, donepezD hydrochlo¬ 
ride (Aricept) recently received 
approval by the FDA. The drag 
proved to be safe and effective in 
clinical trials of patients with mild 
to moderately severe disease, and 
is now available by prescription. 

Like tacrine hydrochloride 
(Cognex) — die first medication 
approved for Alzheimer’s — 
danepezfi hydrochloride blocks 
die breakdown of acetyl-choline, 
a critical brain chemical associ¬ 


ated with memory. But the new 
drug appears to have fewer side 
effects than tacrine, which can ele¬ 
vate liver enzymes, req uirin g 
regular blood testing. 

Still other research focuses on 
promising thera pies that ought de¬ 
lay onset of the disease. Recent 

farppe st that nniKtg midal 

anti-inflammatory drugs 
(NSAlDs) such asibuprofen or the 
hormone estrogen might stave off 
Alzheimer's. Also under investi¬ 
gation is vitamin E plus selegiline, 
an antioxidant that boosts the brain 
chemical dopamine, and pred¬ 
nisone, a steroid that may have an 
NSID-like effect. 

Cold Comfort 

Farh year 50,000 people suffer 
severe head tranm in car crashes, 
fens or other accidents. Most such 
patients. require long-term care, 
and so far, treatments have been 
dis app ointing. Now researchers at 
several hospitals are testing 
whether they can help more pa¬ 
tients recover tolly by cooling 
them wife ice water. 

The idea is to lower body tem¬ 
perature enough to slow a person's 
metabolism, thereby slowing a 
wKw«ie of chemical reactions that 


immediately follow head injury 
and cause the death of brain cells. 
During hypothermic—or cooling 
— cberapy, patients are covered 
with cool blankets attached to 
pumps that provide a constant in¬ 
fusion of water. The body tem¬ 
perature is lowered in four to six 
hours to about 90 degrees — low 
enough to slow metabolism but not 
so low to cause life-threatening 
complications, like irregular hear- 
beaL P atients remain in this state 

for 24 or 48 hours. 

In a pilot study of 46 head- 
trauma victims at Houston's Her¬ 
mann Hospital, Dr. Guy Clifton 
found that 52 percent of those 
given hypothermic therapy made a 
good recovery, compared with 36 
percent treated with standard ther¬ 
apy at normal temperatures. "We 
don't have many effective reme¬ 
dies for bead injuries,” says Dr. 
Michael D. Walker, director of 
stroke and trauma at die National 
Institute of Neurological Disor¬ 
ders and Stroke. “This one is 
promising.” 

(Courtesy Reader’s Digest) 
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Norwegian Dog May 
Have Died of Had 
Cow” Disease 

OSLO — Ac 11-year old dog in 
Norway that died recently may 
have been infected with “mad 
cow” disease, Norwegian televi¬ 
sion said quoting scientists who 
performed an autopsy on the ani¬ 
mal. 

According to national televi¬ 
sion TV2, an autopsy at Nor¬ 
way’s college of veterinary 
science showed changes in the 
dog’s brain that resembled the 
changes in cattle and sheep af¬ 
flicted with “mad cow” disease 
and scrapie, experts said. 

“The dog was brought to us 
after it died. It bad shown nerv¬ 
ous symptoms for some time, and 
we were interested in performing 
an autopsy on it,” pathology pro¬ 
fessor Jon Teige said. 

“The brain was examined and 
in connection with that, spongi¬ 
form encephalopathy was found, 
changes in the brain that we judge 
to be very simil ar to those we see 
in scrapie and ’mad cow' dis¬ 
ease,” he added. (AFP) 




KHOGZESXUY STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE 8,000 M/T GRAPHITE ELECTRODE 
WITH THE FOLLOWING SPECIFICATIONS. 


THIS IS TO INFORM ALL THE BIDDERS THAT THE CLOSING DATE OF UNDERMENTIONED 
TENDER NO. 67001 IS EXTENDED TO 12-5-97, 


KHOUZESTAN STEEL COMPANY INTENDS TO PURCHASE3,050,000MT DRY IRON ORE PELLETS 
FED WITH FOLLOWING CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL SPECIFICATIONS. 


BULK DENSITY L55-1.76gfcm 3 CHEMICAL COMPONENT 

POROSTY 20-27% 096-98% 

SPECffTC RESISTANCE «u5pQm P=Q.1% 

BENDING STRENGTH 110-140 Nfem 2 00.1% 

YOUNG'S MODULUS 7J6-12J KNfam 2 

COEFFICIENT OF 

THERMAL EXPANSON (OJ-IJrioVc 

ASH CONTENT 02% 

DIAMETER 608-612 nun 

LENGTH 2275-2475mm 

SPECIFICATION FOR NIPPLES 
DIAMETER 317.5 mm 

LENGTH 47-05 ram 

SPECffTCATKJNS FOR TRANSFORMER 
PRIMARY: 

RATH) POWER 78.4MVA 

VOLTAGE 33 KV 

SECONDARY: 

VOLTAGE 230-581V 

CUl&Bfr 83 KA {MAXIMUM) 

INTERESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF BIDDING DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING THE 
RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY THE SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APPLICATION AND 
Divunrr nc A NnmwnnvnARi P hrk fiFrULSinoa “ONE THOUSAND” IN THE ACCOUNT NO. 


CHEMICAL COMPONENT 
096-98% 
p=ai% 


QUANTITY 

1,650,000 MT 

1,400,000 MT 

A) CHEMICAL SPEC. 



Fat 

67.8 Affin 

67.5 Min 

902 

1.0 Max 

1.3 Max 

AfeOs 

0.5 Max 

0.5 Max 

CaO 

0.03 - 

0.05 - 

MgO 

0.04 - 

0.05 - 

S 

0.0-5 Max 

0.005 Max 

P 

0.035 Max 

0.035 Max 

LOJ 

1.2 Max 

1.2 Max 

Moisture 

5 Max 

8 Max 

B) PHYST1CAL SPEC. 



+1 mm 

2 Max 

— 

-1 mm 

95 Min 

— 

— 45 U 

40-50 

80-85 

Blaine cm^gr 

500-800 

1800 -Min 


INTERESTED BIDDERS MAY OBTAIN SET OF BIDDING DOCUMENTS, CONTAINING THE 
RELEVANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS BY THE SUBMISSION OF A WRITTEN APPLICATION AND 
PAYMENT OF A NONREFUNDABLE FEE OF U-S.S1,000 “ONE THOUSAND’* IN THE ACCOUNT NO. 
8313 AT EDB BANK TEHRAN CENTRAL BRANCH AND PRESENTATION THE CASH RECEIPT TO 











PAGEfiMhertisements 


TEHRAN TIMES 


unuim 



THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 
# 31, MODARRES < AFRICA 
JUNCTION 


400 sq.m built area, 
1000sq.m land* 4 
bcdrs, 4 baths, fum. & 
unfvmindoor & 
outdoor pool, sauna & 
Jacuzzi. 



Four apts. required (for foreigners) in the 
north or northeast of Tehran. A separate 
apt. block of 4 is preferred but will 
consider smaller groupings. Fully 
furnished, 2 or 3 bedrs, approx, floor area 
100*150 sq.m, privacy essential, 
immediate possession required. 
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INTERNATIONAL PACKERS & MOVERS 

—J WANTS YOU 

TO SAVE & ENJOY YOUR MOVE! 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE CONTACT: 


IN THREE WEEKS FOR ALL 
LEVELS AND COURSES IN 
ENGUSH BY UNIVERSITY 
PRO F E SSO R 

2201744 (DO) 


0 O&S 

For Rent 

Villa, film, with all 
facilities 

Tel: 3CS *3 S93 


One of (tie Best of 


AFRICA 

Triplex villa, 900 sq.m land, 600 sq.m b/a, 4 bedrs, 
JuBy furnished, s/p, sauna <md very nice price 


1st Floor, &o.60, 3£aryam St., Africa Ave. 
Tel: 2056045 - 2054022 Fa?: 2052344 
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Audio, TV,. video, camera 
organ and piano, rsfrlg and 
freezer, 1 carpets, cloths, and 
other household appliances. 

? /v 2 ? T. 

J si o*O ^ 

pA *—1 4 

r^«7i ^ 

kivu W k.' ■_* - •— ^ ■ 


CM Jw Papers 

Fzmrlh Natiorcal ass Second International Seminar on 
’ Polymer Science snd Technology 

3-5 November 1997, Polymer Research Center of Iran, Tehran, UKJras 


Please Call for 
Appointment: 


DAVAR Housing Agency 



skiaS) ts.G>x-2s 

Teh 2547736-2503507 


The 4Ui National and the 2nd International Se min a r on Polymer Science and Technology is o rga n is e d by Folpner Research 
Center of Iran; in co-operation with Polymer Engineering Department of Amir RMf Unwcaity of Tcctanlog; Tatis 
Modaress Uiuvcnaiy. and Kerman Tyre Industries Complex. 

The aim of the sponsors, in organizing the 4th National and the 2nd rntcnuiti o iMti Seminar an Polymer Science wt 
Tcchm&vgr, is to facilitate a suitable ground far the framra and aO other fata rw uinna q to have a fixnxrinxxtmgto 

miroducc and exchange ideas on the blest worldwide advancements oo alTlhe frfa«v*v» « of «d m l wm fc B T - 


Topfas of Interest: • Polymer Science • Polymer P rocc ua ig and Rheology »E ng mee ri ng Propenfcs at Vakgam *fd^aa 
Reaction Engineering • Modification of Polymer Properties •Polymeric Bxxnatcriais * Polymer T ^f 1 * and f l -^ i n rirt 
♦Thcrmoplasuc Elastomers • Paint aid Resin Technology •Cbrapulcr s&nnfarinn and ha Theoretical toFafymer 
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TEHRAN—The revival of(fivine 
percepts can help ns settle the 
problems him feces m today's so- 
defies, IttdofAeMniicftopft- 
gmtion Or|uiatidn Q7Q), 
BDjjatofeslam Mahmoud Mohanr 
madi Araqi told die TAranTSmes. 

SpeakmgaiftftflVBaFBd^ 
Ghadir, Hojjatolesalm Araqi 


sage ofEid-nl-Ghadir is dSssam- 
nation of spiritual values, return to 
God, divine leadership, spiritual 
growth of die society and saving 
fee society from co r rup t io n. 

Araqi further underlined that 
btofeeahood covenant is of vital 
importance in Islamic Surma, add¬ 
ing feat strengthening fee brother¬ 
hood ties in Islamic society would 
lead to the prosperity of fee people 
living in that society. 1 - 

Elaborating on fee problems 
that man feces currently, fee head 
of fee IPO termed materialism and 
luxurious life fee negative aspects 
of Western societies, adding that 
unfortunately the Western life 
style has left negative impacts an 
some Islamic societies. 

Antqi noted that Islam m gen¬ 
eral and Shiism in particular, have 
paid due attention-to brotherhood 
covenant and that it paves the way 
for revival of Islamic values and 
removes counter-values from fee 
society. 

He reiterated that the spread of 
the divine S urma would resolve all 
fee political, economic, cultural 
and social problems in Islamic so¬ 
cieties, and that brotherhood cove¬ 
nant would assist M uslims to build 
a heaven for themselves on fee 
earth. 

Araqi said that implementation 
of brotherhood covenant in Eid-ul- 
Ghadir was a key factor, preparing 
fee grotmd for Islamic Ummah to 
get more ""fad “Implementation 
of brotherhood covenant brings 
more Messing to the society,” lie 
added. 

The head of fee IPO further 
u nderl ined feat brotherhood cove¬ 
nant would spread spiritual values 
as well as strengthen faithfulness 
and cordiality among people in an 
Islamic society. 

Elaborating on other positive 
inpacts of brotherhood covenant, 
Iraqi expressed hope for a broth¬ 
erhood covenant among the heads 
of the Islamic countries in the fu¬ 
ture, saying that such covenant 
would help them to iron out differ¬ 
ences and resolve their political, 
and social problems. He men¬ 
tioned that implementation of 
brotherhood covenant, would turn 
Islamic Ummah to a powerful 
force against arrogant powers. 

Implementation of brotherhood 
covenant will remove poverty, op¬ 
pression, and political and social 
hostility from fee Islamic society. 
It can also help the oppressed Pal¬ 
estinians to restore their rights 
from the aggressor Zionists, Araqi 
said. 


Touching on the ways to imple- 
mfi pt fee brotherhood covenant. 
Araqi said that «wd« in agreement 
should be declared in a mosque in 
presence of fee prayer leader. Ihe 
parties in tins agreement should 

Observe ritmd abINtioU- fractawd- 

ance wife the Sunns, the two par¬ 
ties who intend to swear the 
sowemnt should simply shake each 
other's right hand one of them 
saying: *T swear brotherhood 
covenant wife you in the way of 
Allah that if I be eligible to enter 
tire heaven in the Hereafter, I 
would not enter unless you accom¬ 
pany me.” The o&er party accepts 
the allegiance by saying, “ac¬ 
cepted". Since keeping the broth¬ 
erhood pledges is very difficult, it 
is recommended that both the par¬ 
ties say, “I caned all rights to 
brotherhood except mediation, 
praying for each other and meeting 
each other.” 

Araqi further said that such a 
powerful agreement among Mus¬ 
lims is not limited to tins world but 
it remains till the Hereafter. 

As for the history of brother-' 

Al-Ghadir, 






v ; - : 



VDUQX; H*. Hfc THURSDAY APRL M, IWft ORDBBCSHT 4,1378; ZL-HAJJEH16.1417 

Special issue on Eld-ul-Ghadir 


mand of Allah, adding that the 
event of Ghadir has been explained 
m numerous books of history and 
Islamic traditions. 

A llama Amini in fee Al-Ghadir 
VoL I mentions fee name of 350 
top Strnni Alims who narrated the 
Ghadir tradition and sermon of 
Prophet Mohammad (S) cm the 
Ghadir Day on appointing Imam 
Ali (AS) his successor, be said, 
adding that the title of twenty 
books about Al-Ghadir event and 
60 traditions on the ways of ex¬ 
pressing one's greetings and pub¬ 
lic allegiance are incorporated in 
the book. 

Elaborating on the message of 


innocent leadership for Islamic 

I I mmn 

On the baas of the philosophy 
of Imamat, the Almighty God al¬ 
ways appoints a perfect, innocent, 
scholar, and God-fearing person 
unto mankin d to take the helm. On 
the day of Al-Ghacfi, Mohammad 
(S) appointed Ali (AS) his succes¬ 
sor who enjoyed all fee above 
characteristics. 

There is no doubt that every 
society requires a political leader, 
so an ideal leader should be highly 
educated who prefers fee interests 
of the society to his personal inter¬ 
ests, he said, adding all the prob¬ 
lems of certain societies stem from 


Holy Prophet Mohammad (S). Ac¬ 
cording to religious traditions, fee 
Holy Prophet (S) took part in two 
brotherhood covenants during his 
life. One in Medina and another in 
Mecca where be called on all Mus¬ 
lims to assemble at the mosqne and 
asked them to choose a repre¬ 
sentative to implement the cove¬ 
nant. 


nant wife him in the public. 

Quoting Al-Ghadir Vol. Ill, 
Hojjatoleslam Araqi further said 
that fee issue of brotherhood cove¬ 
nant was not limited to men, but 
women could swear sisiterhood 
covenant between themselves. 
For instance, Hazrat Fatima (SA) 
fee daughter of Holy Prophet (S) 
chose Umm Salama as her relig- 
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He added that the issue of 
'Ghadir appears in several Islamic 
texts. On the Eld-ul-Ghadir 
Prophet Mohammad (S) appointed 


UM wi • 


ious sister. 

Elsewhere, Hojjatoleslam 
Araqi narrated that in the Eid-ul- 
Ghadir even Imam Ali (AS) was 


Al-Ghadir, he said, on the basis of 
fee sayings of Prophet Mohammad 
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hood covenant in Islam, Araqi said 
that it dates back to the time of the 


Imam Ali (AS) as his successor 
and sworn fee brotherhood cove- 


appointed by Prophet Mohammad 
(S) his successor under the com- 


(S), Al-Ghadir is the declaration 
of announcement of an ideal and 


unjust and corrupt rulers. On fee 
day of Ghadir and at Khumm re¬ 
gion (outskirt of Mecca), on God's 
command, Prophet Mohammad 
(S) appointed Ali (AS) his succes¬ 
sor. 

Elaborating on the world 
Moula (leader), he said that 
Prophet Mohammad (S) said on 
fee day of Ghadir that “Ali (AS) 
would be fee commander of the 
Muslims who consider me their 
commander.” 

He underlined that if fee mean¬ 
ing of brotherhood covenant was 
not velayat, why did Prophet (S) 
call Muslims for gathering in fee 
hot weather of Hijaz to convey his 
message. 

Hojjatoleslam Araqi under¬ 
lined that unity of Muslims is im¬ 
portant for us and Muslims should 
consider Al-Ghadir as a factor for 
unity. 

Concluding, he called on all fee 
Muslims to swear brotherhood 
covenant on Ghadir Day to pave 
the way towards unity. 
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The hast journey of the Prophet (SA.W) to Mecca 


in 


he Prophet of God bad not 
offered pilgrimage after bis 
emigration to Medina. All of a 
sodden (be good news spread feat 



fee Messenger of God was pro¬ 
ceeding towards the sacred city of 
Mecca. In older to avail the oppor¬ 
tunity of accompanying the 
Prophet people from every comer 
of Arabia thronged in multitude. 
Within no time tents of more than 
100,000 people desirous of pil¬ 
grimage were seen planted in the 
environs of the city of Medina. On 
25th Saturday, the 25 of Zilqa'ad 
10 A.H., corresponding wife the 
year 633 A.D., fee last Messenger 
of God took bath and put on some 
simple garments comprising of a 
calico mantle for lower part of the 
body and a wrapper. He applied 
perfume to the body and clothes. 
Offered noon-prayers and accom¬ 
panied by the members of his 
household came out of the city. 
The caravan was ready to start and 
awaiting for the order of departure. 

Receiving fee signal to move on an 
immense concourse of human-be- 
‘ jugs was seen surging up on fee 
horizon. 

The biographers have very cau¬ 


tiously quoted fee figures and 
numbers. Their estimate is feat fee 
number of persons who set out for 
journey along with fee Prophet of 
God was in no way less than ninety 
tho usan ds. Besides this the Mus¬ 
lims who reached Mecca from 
other parts also numbered in thou¬ 
sands. 

For instance, imam Ali (A.S.) 
had led a large congregation of 
pilgrims to Mecca. Keeping this 
consideration in mind fee observa¬ 
tion of the famous historian, Ibne 
Atbeer Al-Jazari, that the crowd 
on die occasion of fee Farewell 
Pilgrimage swelled to more than 
140,000 seems to be quite correct. 

GZJASFSES OP THE 
JOURNEY 

Not a single event of the sacred 
life of the Prophet has been spared 
by the mighty pen of the biogra¬ 
phers. But you will have to admit 
that the minutest details concern¬ 
ing the passage and halting places 
through which this caravan passed 


has been treasured in the annals of 
history in a unique manner. We get 
no other example where one soli¬ 
tary occurrence has been de¬ 
scribed so comprehensively. Nor 
we can trace any other instance 
when so many resources have pub¬ 
licised an affair wife such promi¬ 
nence and vividity as we witness 
in respect of this great festival. It 
would be no exaggeration if we 
assert that history has preserved 
each and every impression of the 
foot-points of this caravan in its 
pages. It has transmitted the re¬ 
flections of this memorable event 
to its readers from various point of 
views and angles. 

The journey from Medina to 
Mecca was completed in ten days. 
Its details are — that in the early 
morning of Sunday the 26th of the 
month of Zilqa'ad 10 A.H. this 
caravan reached Yalamlam. For a- 
short while during the night it 
stopped for prayers and meals at 
Sharfus-Sayyala. Morning- 
prayers was offered at Irqnz- 


Zubya and in fee early hours the 
caravan was at Rauha. Few mo¬ 
ments were spent at Munsarif for 
noon-prayers and at fee place of 
Muta’asha there was a short break 
of journey for evening-prayers and 
supper. In the dusk of night the 
Prophet graced the alighting place 
known as Isaba. When the golden 
rays of fee sun were emerging 
from the east the soil of Aij, 
watching the dust of the caravan, 
was all welcome for fee worthy 
guest. On Tuesday the Ap ostle of 
God entered Lahi Jama and on 
Wednesday he got down at Suqya. 
Most of the night was spent in fee 
way and at dawn he arrived at 
Abwa. At Abwa fee shrine of fee 
Prophet's beloved mother is situ¬ 
ated and there fee noble son of 
A'mmah offered prayer. On Fri¬ 
day fee caravan was at Johfa and 
on Saturday it halted at Qudaida. 
It reached Asfan on Monday and 
starting hurriedly from here fee 
members of the caravan stayed at 

(Gootd on Pg. 4) 
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'ism is nota new religion- 
r It begins with tbe beginning 
of Islam. The embodiment of tbe 
code of religion, (bat is, tbe seal of 
tbe Prophets (S) planted the tree of 
Shi'ism together with Islam; with 
bis own hands, he watered it and 
looked after it Tbe plant grew np 
to be a green tree which began 
blooming in the life-time of the 
Holy Prophet (S). But it had not yet 
bom fruit, when the light of 
prophethood was pot out. 

We are not alone in die advanc¬ 
ing this c laim . I7ven the eminent 
scholars from among tbe Sunnis 
agree with us. For instance, ‘ Al- 
inmah Siynri in hk fimvmg com¬ 
mentary “ad-Dorro T-manthus” 
says in connection with God's 
words “Horn Khayxo I-Bariyah” 
(they are die best of created be¬ 
ings) (Surah: Tbe Clear Proof: 
Ayat7): 

“Ibn Asaker quotes Jaber On 
AbdeOah as saying: "We were 
present m die company of die Holy 
Prophet (S) when All (AS) came 
towards us. Seeing Afi (AS) die 
Prophet (S) said: “I swear by God 
the Almig hty, who is the Master 
of my life, that be (Ali (AS)) and 
his Shi'as dull be successful an 
the day of judgement” 

Ibn * Adi reports from Ibn ‘Ab¬ 
bas that when the verse "Inha I- 
Iadhinad amanu wa ‘amelu 
,s-salehat” (Verily these are those 
who believed and did good deeds) 
was revealed, die Holy Prophet 
(S) said to Ali Ibn Abi Tablib 
(AS): “It refers to you and your 
Shi'as; God will be pleased with 
them and they with Him on tbe 
Day of Judgement.” 

Ibn Madawa'ih quotes Hadrat 
Ali (AS) himself as saying: “The 
Holy Prophet (S) said to me: *Oh 
Ali. Did you not hear what God 
grid; ‘ Inna Hadhiim amanu wad 
amelu s-salehat ulaeka horn 

khayro I-bariyyah.’ Verily it 
means you and your Sbi'as. The 
promise between your people aud 
me shall be fulfilled at (he fo aa fa in 
of Kwthar; there, when all the 
nations shall be present to account 
for (heir actions, you people will 
be called forward, your feces, 
hands and feet shining with 
light'." These three badith are to 
be found in as-Soyuti*s “ad-Dorr 

al-manthur.” 

Ibn Hqar hals also reported 
some of these traditions in his as- 
Sawaeq from Darqotni. He quotes 
Umm Salamah as saying: “Oh 
Ali. You and your Sbi'as shall 
attain Paradise.” Ibn Atinr writes 
in connection with the word 
•‘Qomh” that the Holy Prophet (S) 
said to Hadrat Ali (AS): “When 
people come into the presence of 
God, your Shi’as will be there 
content with God and He with 
(hem, and your enemies shall be 
subjected to God’s wrath and their 
bands shall betied to their necks. " 
The Holy Prophet (S) demon¬ 
strated this by putting his hands 
behind his neck, and said: “See, 
they shall be tied up in tins way," 

Probably this tradition has been 
reported by Ibn Hajar also in his 


as-Sawaeq" and other Ulama. have 
also r ep o r ted it in different ways, 
showing that it is among the 
wea&nown badith. 

In az-Zamakbshari's “Rabi al- 
Abrar” tbe foil owing statement of 
tbe Holy Prophet (S) has been re¬ 
corded: 

“Oh AIL On the Day of Judge¬ 
ment God's mercy will be with me 
and you will cling to me and your 
descendants win cling to you and 
the Shi'as of your descendants will 
cling to your descedants. Then you 
wiD see where we wiQ be (aWw 
(I.e. Paradise).” 

For further satisfaction, it will 
be useful to study Ahmad ibn Han- 
bal's “al-Mosnad” and an- 
Nasa’i’s “Khasaes” etc., which 
contain a number of such tradi¬ 
tions. 

These traditions show that foe 
Prophet of Islam (S) spoke a num¬ 
ber of times about the Shi'as of Ali 
(AS) and pointed out tint an the 
Day of Judgement they, in particu¬ 
lar, shall be safe and successful, 
God being pleased with them and 
they with Him. 

Everyone who believes that (he 
Hofy Prophet (S) was the embodi¬ 
ment of truthfulness and that die 
verse which brings “Ma Yanfeqo 
an el-hawa...” (He does not speak 
of himself mfew *wahy* is re¬ 
vealed to him) refers to the 
Prophet (S) himself, realizes that 
tins badith must be true. Those 
people however who understand 
the above hadith as re fer r i ng to all 
the companions of the prophet, 
have failed to recognise (heir real 
inner meaning. 
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We find that during the days of 
tiie Holy Prophet (5) a group of 
outs t anding co mpanions was at¬ 
tached to Hadrat Ali (AS). Not 
only <fid every man in tills group 
acknowledge the Holy Imam (AS) 
to be his spiritual lender, the real 
transmitter of the Holy Prophet’s 
teachings, but they also acknow¬ 
ledged hhn as the true interpreter 
and co mmen t ato r of the orders and 
secrets of the Prop he t (S). It is tins 
group which is popularly known 
as the Shi’as. Even the lexicogra¬ 
phers support tins truth. If you 
refer to the famous dictionaries 
“au-Nehayah” and “Lisan ol- 
Arab” you will find the meaning 
of “StnV as “one who loves and 
follows Ali (AS) and his descen¬ 
dants.” 

If however we are to isoder- 
stand that “Shi’a” mpgn<: any per¬ 
son who loves Ali (AS) or is not 
his enemy, then the use of this 
word would be i na ppro pri ate, be¬ 
cause only loving, or at least, not 
being an enemy of him, does not 
mean that a person is a Shi’a; if 
however, be has the characteristic 
of persistent following and obedi¬ 
ence, then tiie word Sbi'a would 
apply; this is crystal clear to those 
who have an understanding of 
Arabic and a notion of tbe relation¬ 
ship between word, nwwkg aud 
context. 

In view of these realities, H is 
mfikely that any sensible man, 
after studying the appropriate tra¬ 
ditions, could draw the conclusion 
that the word Shi'a means the 
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Muslims in general, but will un¬ 
derstand tint it refers to a particu¬ 
lar class which has a special 
attachment to Ali (AS). 

Hopefully, after this explana¬ 
tion, no fairminded man will try to 
conclude that the above quoted tra¬ 
ditions do not prove the existence 
of a group who, bec aus e of their 
special relation wife tbe master of 
the pious, Ali (AS) were superior 
to all the Muslims of that time, and 
who all expressed their love for 
him. 

Personally, I do not agree with 
tiie ass um ption that the Caliphs, 
who could not accept this fact, 
consciously violated the words of 
the Holy Prophet (S). It is possible 
many of them did not hear his 
edicts, or that those who heard 
them were unable to follow his 
di re ctions. 


“According to the tradition of 
at-Tayr, the P ro phe t ma de the fol¬ 
lowing prayer: "Oh God. Send to 
me your most beloved slave," and 
immediately AE entered his pres- 
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Moreover, if the statements of 
the Prophet (S) in which he an¬ 
nounced the rude and hi^i position 
of Amir Al-Mo'meom (AS) and 
the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) are studied 
with an open mind, it win be seen 
tint these reports do not only show 
merits of a general nature, but also 
contain dear mcficatioas of how to 
re cog ni ze the status and capability 
of tiie Leader of Shi’ism, and of 
bow to contribute to the estab¬ 
lishment and justness of that 
school of thought The following 
traditions may be cited as exam¬ 
ples. 

“Ali (AS) bears tiie same rela¬ 
tionship to me as Harm (Aaron) 
had to Musa (Moses).” 

Oh Ali, only those with faith 
Oman) are your friends and only 
tiie hypocrites (Monafeqm) are 
your enemies.” 

“(A people of my Uxmnah. I 
leave behind two things worthy of 
great esteem-the Book of God md 
my progeny, my Ahl al-Bayt.” 


“Tomorr o w I will give tins 
standard to the man who loves God 
and His P ro p he t (S) and whom 
God and His Prophet (S) and 
whom God and His Prop he t (S) 
also love." 

“Ali is with the Truth and the 
Truth is with AIL." These tradi¬ 
tions are mostly taken from “Sa¬ 
hib ai-Bokhari” and “Sahih 
al-MusIim,” and the r e are thou¬ 
sands of such au t h e nti c reports. 
This small booklet cannot acco¬ 
modate details of them. Those 
who are fond of research work can 
study the famous book “Abeqat 
al-Anwar" by "AHama* Seyyed 
Homed Hussein, winch is ten 
HmMi k vofammaus as “Sihtii al- 
Bokhari" and is a masterpiece of 
rese ar ch in the field of haefiths. 

Fs. csoars i^sce&sratiaag 
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When tiie light of prophethood 
was extinguished, a group of the 
“Sahaba" started to act to prevent 
the Caliphate from passing to Afi. 

The cause of tins opposition 
might have been the young age of 
tiie Holy Imam, or the fading 
among the Qoraysh that die 
prophethood and the Imsmat 
should not be combined in tiie 
house of Bani Hashem; there 
might have been other causes, we 
do not have the space to disensss 
them here. 

Both the Sunni and the Shfa 
sects agree however that, when 
allegiance was bring taken from 
the Muslims, Ali (AS) (fid not 
accept tiie au t h mit y of Abu Bakr, 



and, a cc or din g to “Sahih al-Bok- 
bari." (see the c hap te r an the vic¬ 
tory at Khaybar), he did not pay 
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passed. Some of tiie emtnentcon^ 
pamona, 10m az-Zobayr, ‘Amur 
and Meqdad and otbera, dao re¬ 
fined to pay homage to bu Bakr. 

The fact is that Ali (AS) had no 
craving for political power, nor 
desire to rale, other tins in his 
capacity as Imam. 

The talk that he bad wife Bn 
‘Abbas at Dfai Qm dearly proves 
which way the aon of Aba Talbb 
(AS) was going. Amir AI- 
Mo’menm (AS) tad only one por- 
pose in view, and it was that 
“religion" might remain safe, 
“right” might prevail and “wrong 
mig ht be exterminated. Imbued 
with these high fadings, Ali (AS) 
relinquished his indisputable 
rights. He (fid not slept any plan 
to overthrow tiie caliphs. Bather, 


in order to lead and grade fee 
people to tiie right path ha aheap 
coope ra ted whh the gpnmrraneoi; 
ha; wise s ng g r if ■ u m < nijhfc ri T i f a ii i 
tnftniiiiili and mi wi lint nffigin— 
commanda were made known to 
afi. If Afi (AS) had net adopted 
tins c ourse of action, not only 
would Mamie unity tare been 
shattered, bet the people also 
would tare been kxt in the laby- 
rmfo of ignorance. 

The Shi'as too continued to fid- 
low their leader; fee spick of fee 
time demanded that differences 
shook! be ignored. For tins very 
reason, they did not try to establish 
themsefvea as a sect during fee 
r e gim e of the first caliphs. Of 
coarse AlTs friends sdentiy ob¬ 
served the modns operand! of 
every ruler and foe clanging con¬ 
ditions till at last the nation itself 
selected Ali (AS) as its leader. 
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Tehran Times Service 

« e Shi’a and Sunni broth¬ 
ers are close to each other 
and have a great many values in 
common. Although they may have 
some differences of views on tbe 
theological problems, such differ¬ 
ences are few aud need not be 
exaggerated. They are no serious 
than differences of views existing 
between two gr o ups of Sunnis 
themselves. Just as much as the 
existen c e of differences among the 
four Sunni sects (toes sot ca«e 
quarrels, these Sumd-Shi'a differ¬ 
ences need not raid is not a cause 
of friction between Shi’as and Sun¬ 
nis. 

Undoubtedly the most signifi¬ 
cant question of doctrinal differ¬ 
ence between the Shi’as and 
Sunnis derive from the problem of 
leadership (Imamat). On the occa¬ 
sion of the anniversary of Eid-e- 
Gbadir-Khuru, we shall evaluate 
this problem. 

Essentially, God’s grace neces¬ 
sitates that after fee death of God's 
Prophet (S), the Muslims are not 
left without leadership. How is it 
possible that God who has pro¬ 
vided for the explanation of the 
minutest problems of Islamic soci¬ 
ety, has remained silent regarding 
such an important affair? How is 


rj 

it possible that the question of 
leadership, which is intrinsic to 
and is an essential part of the or¬ 
ganizational and societal frame¬ 
work of the Muslim Ummah 
(community), has not been dealt 
with? 

7 ^ .*. -#>-v- ^ 

From the Qoran’s viewpoint, 
Im a m at (leaders h ip) is so impor¬ 
tant that in the second chapter, 
verse 124, it says: 

“And when his Lord tried Ibra¬ 
him with certain words, he ful¬ 
filled them. He said: Surely I will 
make you an.Imam of men. Ibra¬ 
him said: And of my offspring? 
My covenant does not include 
unjust, said He." Qorin (2:124). 

One can infer from the above 
and conclude that a person to qual¬ 
ify as an Imam, should possess the 
highest spiritual human ority just 
8 S Ibrahim who had such a place, 
was chosen by God for app oi n t¬ 
ment as an imam Imamat is more¬ 
over an office that confers on its 
bolder a divine status. Imama t and 
Nobowat (prophethood) may only, 
fall over such noble ones as Ibra¬ 
him and Mohammad (S). And, fi¬ 
nally. any who is chosen to be an 
Imam should like these noble ex¬ 
emplars be clear of all defilement. 


c? 

oppression and ran. 

ImssmaS sss IFraphet 

Trss&iZs&xs: 

The dear Prophet (S) during 
one of the last days of his life said: 
O Mus lims ! I am dep artin g from 
your mi d st . But I shall leave you 
two valuable legacies. 1. The Holy 
Book of Allah 2. Members of my 
own bouse holds (AM-uI-Bwt). As 
long as you resort to the Book and 
(my) house hold yon will not be 
misled. These will remain to¬ 
gether until the Day of Judgment. 

2- The Prophet (S) said: The 
e x am pl e of my household is Bee 
Noah's ship. Whoever comes 
aboard this ship is saved. And . 
whoever co mmits the infraction 
(of not joining my relatives) is 
drowne d . 

3. TtaGhadfr Tradition-—One 
die 1 8 th day of ZOhajj of die year 
10 A.H., when the Prophet (S) 

was retaining from {jjj bret Hijj, 

in a place between Mecca and 
Medina, called Ghadir-o-Khum, 
Gabriel descended to the Prophet 
(S) and brought with him this 
verse. 

“O apostle! driiyer (**) what 
bis been revealed to you from 
your Lord; and if yon do ft not, 
dwi you have not delivered EEs 



message, and Afiah w£B protect 
you from the people; surely Alta 
wfll not grade tiraunbefievragpeo- j 
pie.” Qoran (5:67). 

Conclusion: 

The l ea de r s hi p (Tm a m aQ pw*~ 
fern has Qomric, na r rati ve, his¬ 
torical, and rational evidence and 
reasons; In our opinion, ® each 
age in tiie histoiy of Edam, Mus¬ 
lims need a fiiDy-qualified leader* 

In our present age, whenwsdoint^ 

have the possibffiy of drily lead- j 

ership by one ai the: hranacniute * 
Imams (AS), * Mudin leader 
should have teftBonuagqnafifi- 
catiocis. 

1. Qtihad —The abili t y to in¬ 
dependently extract hfanic nd- 
. isgs from hfemne aouncea. 

2. Qualities of justice and vir¬ 
tue. 

3. Political and social virion- 

4. Managerial and cour- 
age. 

It is for these reasons feat tin 
Muslim people of Iran have cho¬ 
sen Imran Khomeini as the Leader ^ . 

of tiie Revolution and of the pofit*-* 
cal system. Under the hardest ecu' j ;v 
dittons, brought shoot by 
imposed war and intwiiatMwri 
pressures, tins nstienhasnot for* 
moment reneged its 
Leader. 
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jm«m Ali(AS) described Hr 
/nature of lecrihring snob 

nassixiiry upfedngbigmWsowH 

eloquent words: 

“...you know my close kinship 
and special relationship with die 

Prophet of Allah (S). Wbai I was 

only a child he took charge of me. 
Be used to press no to his chest 
wad 1 ay me beside him in his bed, 
bring his body dose to min* mf 
make me smell his fr agran ce. He 
used to chew something and tim 
foedmewithit. He. found no lie in 
my words, nor wedness in my 
actions. 

“From the time of his weaning, 
Allah pot a mighty angel with him 
to take him along the path nf high 
character and good behavior 
fttt un gh day and night, while I 
used to. follow him Kir* a youn g 
camel following in the footsteps of 
its mother. Every day be would 
show me, in die form of a banner, 
some of his high traits and 
commanded me to follow it. Every 
year he used to go into seclusion 
on the triO of Hira*„ where I saw 
him but no one rise saw him. In 
those days Islam (fid not exist in 
any boose except that of die 
Prophet of Allah (S> and Khacfijah, 
while I was die third after these 
two. I used to see and watch the 
effulgence of Divine Revelation 
and breathed the scent of 
Prophethood. 

“When the revelation 
descended on the Prophet of Allah 
(S), I heard the moan of Satan. 

“I said *0 Prophet of Allah, 
what is dris moan?* 


Jo* «rfy childhood when actually 
he was the Messenger's adopted 
reared in his lap. This 
doseness helped Imam Ali (AS) to 
follow the Holy Prophet’s (S) 
wake, in a way that was never 
offered to anyone else. 

In addition to what was 
bestowed by the Holy Prophet (S) 
on Imam Ali (AS) during his 
growing years, he received farther 
missionary training and witter 
preparation from the start of the 
blessed Mission till the last hour 
of the Messenger's life. Evidence 
is abounding during the life of die 
Messenger of Allah (S), and Imam 
Ali (AS) himself was eager to 
exact and truthfully follow the 
Prophet in his conduct. The 
Prophet (S) would stay with Imam 
Afi (AS) alone for brims, days and 
nights, deepening his absorption 
of die concepts of the Mission and 
its great transforming task 
commenced by die Prophet (S). He 
also taught him the methods and 
actions of how to conpkte what 
had been begun by die Messenger 
of Allah (S) himself. 

AI-Nisa'i, on the a ut hori ty of 
Abdallah bin Amr bin Hind 
al-Jamali, quoted Imam Ali (AS) 
as having said, “Whenever I asked 
the Messenger of Adah (S) for 
something he nsed to give ft to me, 
and if I ifid not, he nsed to remind 
me.” ( 2 ) 

Ibn Abbas narrates that Imam 
Ali (AS) said, “I used to confer 
with the Prophet (S) twice, in the 
daytime and at night..” 

Abu Sa’id al-Khidri said, “The 



Holy Prophet: ^Vt^komsoever I ck-j 
*AU is kis master too . :f 


three times be asked if Ali had 
comeback. Afi came back before 
dawn. We guessed be wanted 
to see him in private so we went 
oat of the room, which was 
A'ishah's. I was the last to leave 
the room, and thus I sat next to the 
door from outside. Imam Afi (AS) 
bent intently towards confiding to 
him secrets in a whisper.” (4) 

'The H©2y C:* 

Be^srs? AE"s ?fe-rK:s 


“AH is the gate to my 
knowledge and the explainer to 
my tnnmah after me of what I 
had been sent with. Loving irim 
is faith and hating him is 
hypocrisy...” ( 6 ) 

He (S) also said: 

“I am the city of knowledge 
and Ali is its gate.” (7) 

3. Imam Afi (AS) followed the 
Messenger of Allah (S) in 
establishing justice among the 
ummah. 


It Pro. 


: ff O Allah! Love him H'ko Loves Ali, ssxd he enemy cf ike er-Z'r:y cfAli, ks. 
him. who helps Aii s and forsake kim who forsakes AIL” 


“He replied, ‘This is Satan, 
who has tost aS hope of being 
worshipped. You see all that I see 
and you hear afi that 1 hear, except 

that you are not a prophet, birt yoa 
are a vicegerent and you are surely 
on (die path oft virtue. ”*( 1 ) 


Prophet (S) used to receive Ali in 
a special way m which he received 
no one else.” 

Abdullah bin Yahya quoted 
Imam Afi (AS) as saying: 

“I used to call on the Prophet 
(S) every night. If be was reciting 


The merits of Imam Ali (AS) 
are recorded in many authorized 
texts as the following examples: 

1. The Messenger of Allah (S) 
said: 

“Afi's position among you is 
like the Kasha's..." (5) 



These resounding words are 
augmented with what has been 
preserved in h is torical records of 
Imam Afi's (AS) biography and 
show the level which be reached in 
the course of the missionary 
preparations planned for him fay 
foe Messenger of Allah (S) in 
order to make him fit to shoulder 
foe burden of foe ideological and 
political leadership of the nation.. 

The grooming of Imam Ali 
(AS), by the Prophet (S), began in 


bis prayers, he used to say, 
‘Snbhan Allah' (glory be to 
Allah), then I would go in; if he 
was not praying, he would ask me 
to enter. *’(3) 

Urn Salamah said, “I swear by 
what Urn Salamah swears that 
Imam Ali (AS) was foe nearest of 
all people to the Messenger of 
Allah (S). On the day in which the 

Messenger of Allah (S) died, he 
sent for Imam Ali (AS). I fomfc- he 
then sent him on an errand. Then, 


That is, as the Ka'ba unifies foe 
direction Of the ummah at times of 
prayer before Allah, the Exalted, 
and at times of performing foe rites 
of Hajj and llmrah, similarly 
adherence to Ali is a central focus 
for Muslims. 

2. Imam Ali (AS) is foe “Right 
Path” who, exceptionally, 
inspires foe ummah with divine 
knowledge and legislative 
information after foe Messenger of 
Allah (S). 


The Messenger of Allah (S) 
said: 

“O Abu Bakr, my hand and 
Ali's are the same in 
(establishing) justice.” ( 8 ) 

4. The Messenger of Allah (S) 
describes Imam Ali (AS) as “1 ns 
likeness". 

Ahmad bin Hanbal, in his 
“Musnad,” quotes Abdullah bin 
Han tab, saying: “The Messenger 
of Allah (S), addressing a 
delegation of Thaqif that called an 
him, said: “You either accept 
{slam or I will send to you a man 
tike myself who will strike off 
your heads, captivate your 
children and take your property.* 
Thai he turned to Ali, held his 
hand and said, ‘This is he, this is 
he!”* (9) 

5. Imam Ali (AS) was the most 
learned man among all the 
Muslims, after the Messenger of 
Allah (S), with respect to 
jurisprudence. Concerning this. 
Anas bin Malik says: “The 
Messenger of Allah (S) said, ‘The 
best judge among my people is 
Ali.’” (10) 

The Messenger of Allah (S) 
considered Imam Afi (AS) to be 
foe most suitable to administer the 
people's affairs and settle their 
disputes in their practical life. 

6 . Al-Mustafa (S) [foe Chosen 
Otip]; that is, the Messenger of 
Allah, said: 

“Ali is with truth, and truth is 
with Ali; they never part until they 
come to me at the pool on the Day 
of Resurrection. ” (I I) 

7. As Imam Ali (AS) was tinted 
with the truth to which Allah had 
guided his servants, and never 


parted from it, the Messenger of 
Allah (S) invited his people to 
follow him and merge their 
lifestyle with his to save them from 
going astray and following other 
paths which would lead them 
astray. The Messenger of Allah 
(S) said: 

“After me there will be 
tumults, so keep close to Afi bin 
Abi Talib, as he will be foe first to 
see me and shake hands with me 
an foe Day of Resurrection. He is 
(near me) in upper heaven, and he 
is the arbiter between foe right and 
wrong.” ( 12 ) 

8 . As for Imam Ali's (AS) 
faith, foe Messenger of Allah (S) 
said: 

“If the heavens and foe earth 
are put os a scale (of balance) ami 
Ali's faith is on foe other scale, 
Ali’s frith will be heavier.” (13) 


The texts on which the question 
of foe Imamate of die Ummah are 
ideologically and politically based 
are as follows: 



• \y 
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. THE FAITHFUL.: 
ALI BIN ABI TALIB 


after perforating the rites of his 
‘Farewell Pilgrimage*, that is, his 
lastbajj. 

Al-Barra* bin Azab says, “We 
ca m e along with the Messenger of 
Allah (S) in foe year of Ms last 
pilgrimage. When we reached a 
part of the road, he ordered 
congregational prayers to be held. 
Then he held Ali's hand and said 
in a load voice, ‘Am I net more 
vested to rale foe believers than 



1. The Verse of Wilayah 
(guardian): 

“Your guardian (wall) is Allah, 
His Messenger and those who 
believe and who keep up the 
prayer and pay zakat (poor-alms) 
while they are bowing Cm prayer). 
And who takes as guardians Allah 
and His Messenger and those who 
believe, surely the party of Allah, 
they are foe victorious. *’ 

(Hofy Qpron (5:55-56) 
Interpreters of the Qoran say 
that this verse was revealed in 
clear reference to Ali bin Abi 
Talib (AS), and stress that foe 
Islamic ummah should adhere to 
him as an Imam, and as the 
ideological and political authority 
after they Messenger of Allah (S). 
it is established beyond doubt that 
this verse was sent down in Ali's 
favor and that the reason for its 
revelation was that a beggar 
entered the Mosque of the 
Messenger Allah (S) asking the 
Muslims to help him. Imam Ali 
(AS), while bowing in prayer, 
extended to him his finger with a 
ring on it. The beggar took the ring 
and went away. Thus, he gave 
alms (zakat) while bowing in 
prayer, upon which foe verse was 
revealed. (14) 

2. AI-Ghadir Speech 
This was foe speech which foe 
Messenger of Allah (S) delivered 


themselves?’ 

‘O yes,' they (Un 
congregation) answered. 

“Hie again said, ‘Amlnotmon 
vested to rule every believer thaz 
himse lf?' 

‘O yes,' they said again. 

“Then raising foe hand of Al 
(AS), he said, ‘Then this is the 
Wali (guide) over whoever I am a 
wall. O God, befriend whoevet 
befriends him; O God, be hostile 
to whoever is hostile to him.”' 
05) 

Ahmad bin Hanbal says, “The 
Messenger of Allah (S) said, 
‘Whoever I am master (mowla) of, 
Ali is his master. O God, befriend 
whoever befriends him, be hostile 
to whoever opposesbifo.’” (16) 

3. Um al-Mu’minin, Vm 
Salamah, (The Messenger's wife) 
says, “The Messenger of Allah (S) 
said, ‘Allah had chosen for every 
prophet a vicegerent Afi is my 
vicegerent among my family, folk 
and people after me.”' (17) 

These are some of file authentic 
Islamic texts winch vested Ali bin 
Abi Talib (AS) with ideological 
and political authority over the 
Muslim ummah after the Holy 
Prophet (S). For farther 
information, there are several 
authorized reference books on the 
subject (IS) 

(Courtesy: AL&dagh Foundation) 
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M&rruz-Zahran. After a short rest 
it headed for its next destination, 
Sarf. The sun has almost set at Sarf 
but the Holy Prophet did not of¬ 
fered evening-prayers here. He 
rather preferred to cover a suffi¬ 
cient distance and perform prayers 
near the hillocks of Mecca. Satis¬ 
fied with the safe conclusion of his 
journey he comfortably passed the 
whole night at his last destination. 
It was Wednesday when the Mes¬ 
senger of God joyfully entered the 
sacred city of Mecca. He went 
round the House of God and there¬ 
after became completely en¬ 
grossed in prayers. In the 
meantime, Ali ibn Abi Talib also 
arrived. After performing the rites 
of pilgrimage the last Apostle cf 
God bid good-bye to the House of 
God and left die sacred soil. 


More than 100,000 travelers 
were accompanying him when the 
Holy Prophet started from Med¬ 
ina. By the time of the return-jour¬ 
ney this number had increased not 
by hundreds but by thousands. It 
was the fore-noon of Thursday, 
the eighteenth of the month of Zii- 
haj 10 A.H. (21st March 633 
A.D.) when this caravan reached 
Johfa with great dignity and gran¬ 
deur. The tows of Jahfe is situated 
at a distance of 13 miles from 
Mecca. This is the junction from 
where routes for Medina, Egypt, 
Syria and Iraq radiate in different 
directions. On its border is a pond. 
In Arabic die synonym of the word 
pond or watering-place is 
‘Ghadeer’. Because of its location 
the terminology of Hadith (tradi¬ 
tion) and History refer to it as 
*Khum\ 

The appreciation of this par¬ 
ticular event that took place at 
‘Ghadeer-e-Khum’ is difficult. Its 
eminence and importance cannot 
be fully conceived. Every aspect 
of this epoch-making incident 
achieved eternal fame and glory. 
Chi the edge of this inspiring and 
ex-hilarating watering-place ar¬ 
rangements for the preservation of 
the Message of God were com¬ 
pleted. It is a place scented with 
the spiritual fragrance which pre¬ 
sents and ever blooming atmos¬ 
phere of piety. The good news 
guaranteeing protection of the Is¬ 
lamic civilization, a refined order 
of justice and the glorious devo¬ 
tions of the Holy Prophet flashed 
from there. This was the same 
place where the sincere and long- 
awaited desire of the Apostle of 
God were fill filed. 

Ths Holy :Vivice cf 

Reaching the border of 
Ghadeer the caravan had to halt 
unexpectedly. Why? Because, 
archangel Gabriel had come down 
with the word of God and the 
Apostle of God was all ears to the 
voice of heaven. God ordained: 

tl O Apostle! deliver what has 
been revealed to you from your 
Lord; and if you do it not, then 
you have not delivered His mes¬ 
sage, and Allah will protect you 
from the people. 9 * (Quran, 5:68) 

The trustee of die words of God 
conveyed the divine proclamation 
and the Holy Prophet entrusted all 
his energies for its proper execu¬ 
tion and accomplishment. It was 
terribly boh The earth was burn¬ 
ing like fire. Some people had 


gone forward and some were left 
behind. Tbe ^rophet of Islam re¬ 
called the swift-footed persons and 
sent a message advising the slow- 
moving to reach him quickly. Tbe 
Prophet of Islam recalled the 
swift-footed persons and sent a 
message a dvising the slow-mov¬ 
ing to reach him quickly. The ar¬ 
dent lovers of the Apostle of God 
began to flock together group by 
group. The Prophet gave instruc- 


Aware has apprised me that no 
prophet had lived more than half 
of the age of his predecessor. Now 
very soon I shall meet death. Yes! 
what about tbe message of God? 
Look here! in this respect not only 
will 1 be held responsible but you 
also will be interrogated. Now let 
me know what would be your an¬ 
swer?” 

The historians relate that in ra¬ 



tions for making arrangements and 
setting in order a meeting-place 
where the divine wish may be pro¬ 
claimed. He ordered die people to 
be seated and told them that no¬ 
body should occupy a place around 
those live gum-acacia trees which 
were in front of them. The pulpit- 
platform, he said, should be 
erected under tbe shadow of the 
gumacacia trees, the ground to be 
encompassed should also be 
cleared and swept. And as to the 
pulpit, the camels' pack-saddles 
were to be placed. The arrange¬ 
ments being thus completed it was 
already time for noon-prayers! Bi¬ 
lal in a melodious tone proclaimed 
the call for prayer. People began 
to form lines. The Hedy Prophet 
walked briskly towards his place 
of prayer and started praying. As 
soon as the prayers were com¬ 
pleted the Beloved Messenger of 
God cast a glance of surprise and 
astonishment over the surging 
crowd and gracefully moved to¬ 
wards the unique and historic pul¬ 
pit 

From the Height ofThs 
Puipii 

Tbe possessor of unique dis¬ 
tinction of ‘not speaking out of 
personal desire’ gracefully as¬ 
cended the pulpit, glanced at the 
anxious crowd and started his 
speech cast in the mould of reve¬ 
lation: 

“All praise is for God, We seek 
only His help. We have Faith in 
Him- We rely only upon Him. 
Also we seek shelter with Him 
from blemishes of our character 
and evil desires. There is no guide 
for one who goes astray and one 
whom He guides nothing can 
cause him to deviate from die right 
path. I witness that there is no 
‘God worthy of worship except 
Allah and Muhammad and His ser¬ 
vant and Messenger”. Therefore, 
— die Prophet said, “God, the 
Knower of subtleties and the 


ply to this question of the Holy 
Prophet the surging congregation 
of 150,000 persons with one voice 
said, “O God! we witness that you 
have ably performed the responsi¬ 
bilities of Prophethood, advised us 
and constantly kept yourself busy 
for our guidance. God may bestow 
upon you His reward”. The 
stream of eloquence overflowed 
again and the ‘interlocutor of the 
Holy of Holies* continued his fas¬ 
cinating discourse. “Do you not 
acknowledge that there is no God 
worthy of worship except Allah, 
and Muhammad is His servant and 
Apostle? Do you not believe teat 
His Paradise, His Hell, His Law 
of Death, tbe Prospective Dooms¬ 
day (devoid of any doubt or suspi¬ 
cion) and restoration of life afresh 
on tee Day of Resurrection are 
incumbent and positive?” 

Tbe participants of tee congre¬ 
gation said in chorus. “Without 
the slightest doubt we unequivo¬ 
cally affirm all these eternal 
truths”. When the voices gradu¬ 
ally died down the Prophet said. 
"O God! be our witness”. Then 
he enquired, “Is my voice reach¬ 
ing all of you?” The Muslims re¬ 
plied in the affirmative saying, 
“Yes my Lord! every word of 
yours is piercing our hearts”. 
Continuing his sermon the Apostle 
of God said, “I am reaching the 
Fountain of Kausar before you and 
you all will follow me. Tbe width 
of the Fountain of Paradise would 
be equal to tee distance ties 
between Sana'a and Basra (tbe 
way between Yemen and Syria). 
What to say of tee number of silver 
bowls and drinking vessels? They 
are countless like the stars in tee 
sky. Now it is to be seen that after 
me wife what respect you regard 
these two most precious things that 
1 shall leave behind**. 

At this stage somebody from 
the crowd said loudly, “O Apostle 
of God! what do you mean by these 
two most precious tilings?” The 
Prophet replied, “One is the Book 



of God. One end of which is in tee 
Hand of God, the Glorious and 
Majestic and the other is in your 
hands. Hold it test, lest yon devi¬ 
ate from the right path. And tbe 
second valuable thing is ‘my De¬ 
scendants’. God, tbs Knower of 
the subtleties and tbe Aware has 
informed me that both these things 
will never separate from each 
other till they reach me at tbe 
Fountain of Kausar. — (their un¬ 
ion is eternal). I have also sought 
the same for them from my God. 
You should never dare to linger 
behind or surpass them. If you 
venture to do so you would be 
doomed and ruined”. 

Saying this the Prophet of Islam 
taking the hand of Ali, raised it 
high to its Full extent. And then he 
addressed the grand mammoth 
gathering in these words, “O 
. Muslims! let me know, who else 
has got more power over the be¬ 
lievers than they themselves?” 
Tbe audience replied. “God and 
His Prophet know it better**. 
Hearing this the ‘confident of tbe 
Holy Secrets' declared from die 
heights of tee pulpit of Ghadeer, 
“God is my Master. 1 am the mas¬ 
ter of the faithful and 1 have right 
over them even more than they 
themselves possess. Therefore, of 
whomsoever I am master* Ali is 
his master too”. 

The historians write that tee 
Messenger of God repeated (his 
sentence thrice. But Imam Ahmad 
ibn Hanbal insists Chat the Prophet 
repeated this sentence not three 
times but four times. After that the 
Prophet said. “O My God! Be a 
Friend of him who is a friend of 
Ali and treat him like a Foe who 
opposes Ali. Help them who help 
Ali and- abandon teem wbo go 
against Ali. And O My Lord! 
Whichever way may Ali turn ori¬ 
ent tiie Right is in tee same direc¬ 
tion”. He continued, “Look here! 
this is binding upon them who are 
here that (hey should convey this 
message to those who are not pre¬ 
sent”. 

Tbe celebrated historian Mu¬ 
hammad bin Jarir Tabari (de¬ 
ceased 310 A.H.) in his book 
‘Al-Wflaya* with reference of the 
famous companion. Zaid bin Ar- 
qam (died in 66 A.H.) has dis¬ 
cussed a few more parts of die 
sermon. According to this descrip¬ 
tion the Prophet at the end said, 
“O Muslims! say that we pledge 
for this. We give our word of 
honour and extend our hand in 
allegiance. We shall transmit your 
message to our children and other 
members of our family. We shalL 
not make any sort of alteration or 
change in it. You should stand 
witness to our pledge an d acknow¬ 
ledgment and for this God’s wit¬ 
ness is enough”. Later the Prophet 
said, “Gentlemen! repeat what¬ 
ever I have said and salute Ali on 
his designation and the Com¬ 
mander of tile faithful”. 

Zaid bin Aqram narrates that at 
the end of the Prophet's discourse 
people advanced group by grooqp 
towards the pulpit and ami dst- fee 
tu mu lt of greetings and congratu¬ 
lations they began to swear alle¬ 
giance to Imam Ali. 

According to the research of 
the commentators, in the mean¬ 
time, the possessor of the Revela¬ 
tion descended wife this word of 

God. “This day have I perfected 
for you your reGgion end com¬ 
pleted My favour onyou and cho¬ 
sen for you Islam as a religion ", 

(Quran, 5:3). 


- iPHL 24,1397/ PUS 4 

adith Of Ghadlr Is 

Mutawatir 


□ the Holy Prophet, I have 
given this following two ex¬ 
tracts (taken from authentic S unni 
books) from the said Khutba (lec¬ 
ture) of the Holy Prophet: 

“I am leaving behind, among 
you, two most precious tilings... 1 ) 
the Book of Allab...2) my 
descendants who are my family 
members. They will not be 
separated from each other until 
they come to me near Kauthar (in 
Qiyamat). Verily Allah is my 
Master and 1 am the master of 
every believer. (Then he took the 
bands of AH and said) Everyone 
whose Master am I, ‘ Ali is his 
master.” 

These two traditions are 
referred to as tee traditions ofT wo 
Precious Things (Thaqahun) and 
of Wilayat (Mastership). They are 
jointly and severally narrated by 
hundreds of traditionalists 
(Muhaddithln). 

Nawwab Siddique Hasan Khan 
of Bhopal says: 

“Hakim Abu Said says that tee 
traditions of Two Precious Things 
and of ‘Whose master am I, ‘Ali 
is his Master*, are Mutawatir (i.e., 
narrated by so many people that no 
doubt can be entertained about 
their authenticity), because a great 
number of tee companions of the 
Prophet have narrated teem. So 
much so that Mohammad bin Jarir 
has written those two traditions fay 
75 different Chains (Asnad).” 
(Minhaj al-Wusul, p. 13) 

~ Some writers have tried to cast 
doubt on the authenticity of the 
events of Ghadlr. It is necessary to 
mention that this Hadith is 
Mutawatir; and the late renewed 
scholar ‘Aflama ‘Abd’l Hussain 
Amiui in a number of volumes of 
his celebrated book ‘ Al-Chadir * 
has given with full references tee 
names of 110 famous companions 
of the Holy Prophet; who have 
narrated this Hadith. Just to give 
an example, I am enumerating the 
names given under letter Alif. The 
years of death are given in 
brackets: 

1. Abu Laila Ansari (37 A.H.) 
2. Abu Zainab bin Awf Ansari. 3. 
Abu Fudhala Ansari (38 A.H.) 4. 
Abu Qndama Ansari. 5. Abu 
Umrabbin Amr bin Muhassan 
Ansari. 6 . Abul-Haitham bin 
al-Taiban (27 AJL) 7. Abu Rafey 
Qibti, the slave of the Holy 
Prophet. 8. Abu Dhuwafb 
Kbuwaflad (or Khalid) bin Khalid 
al-HadML 9. Usama bin Zaid bin 
Haritfaa (54 AJL) 10. Ubayy bm 
Kaab Ansari. 11. As*asbinZnrara 
Ansari. 12. AsmabintUm&is. 13. 
Ummu Salma wife of tee Holy 
Prophet 14. Ummu Hani bint Abi 
Talib. 15. Abu Hamza Anas fain 
Malik Ansari. 16. Abu Bakr fain 
Abi Qahafe, and of coarse Abu 
Huraira. 

And there are no* less tfam 84 
Tube "in (desciples of tbe 
companions) who narrated this 
Hadith from the above mentioned 
companions. 

Again, the list under Alif is 
given here as a sample: 

1. Abu Rashid Hibrani Shared. 
2. Abu Salma bin Abdur-Rahman 
bin Awf. 3. Abu Salman 
Muadhdhin. 4. Abu Saleh 
Samman Khakwan Madam. 5. 
Abu Unfbwama Mazini. 6 . Abu 
Abdur-Rahman Kindi. 7. Abul 
Qasim Asbagh bin Nubata. 8 . Abu. 
Laila Kindi. 8 . Ayas bin NndhaixL 


And the traditionalists have 
narrated this Hadith in their books 
in every century and every era. 
Just to give an example. I am 
giving the names of those writers 
and scholars who have narrated 
tins Hadith in the second century 
of Hijra: - 

1. Abu Mohammad Amr fain 
Dinar al-Jamabi al-Makiti (115 - 
116 A.H.) 2. Abo Bakr 
Mohammad bin Muslim bin 
UbaiduJJah al-Qarashi Zobri (124 
A.H.). 3. Abdur-Rahman bin 
Qasim bin Mohammad bm Abi 
BakrTainri Madam (126 AJL). 4. 
Bakr bin Suwada bm Thaunama 
Abu Tim mama Basri (124 A.H.). 
5. Abdullah bin Najih Yasar 
Thaqafi Abu Yasar Matiri (»1 
A.H.). 6 . Hafidh Mughira Ian 
Muqassim Abu Hesham Dfasbbi 
Kufi (133 A.H.). 7. Abo Abd&r 
Rahman Khalid bin Zaid Jamahi 
Misri (139 A.H.). 8 . Hassaa bin 
al-Hakam Nakh-e Kufi (dr. 140 
A.H.). 9. Idris bin Yazid Abu 
Abdullah A wadi Kofi. 10. Yahya 
bin Said bin Hayyan Taim Kofi 
(145 A.H.). 11. Awf bin Afal 
Jamila Abdi Hujri Basel (146 
A.H-). 12- Hafidh Abdul Malik 
bin Abi Sulaiman Arzzau K nfi 
(145 A.H.). 13. UbaiduZIah bin 
Umar bin Hals bin Asim bin Umar 
bin Khattah Awadi Madam (147 
AJL). 14. Naim bin al-Halrim 
Madam (148 A.H.). 15. Tatta bin 
Yahya bm Talha bin UbaidtiUah 
Tainri Knfi (148 A.H.). 16. Abu 
Mohammad Kathir bin Zaid 
Aslami (cir. 150 A.H.). 17. 
Hafidh Mohammad bin Ishaq 
Madam (151-152 A.H.). 18. 
Hafidh Mnammarbia Rashid Abu 
Urwa Azdi Basri (153-154 AJL)., 
19. Hafidh Musar bin Kadi™ bin 
Dhahir Hilali Rawasi Knfi 
(153-154 A.H.). 20. Abu Isa 
Hakam bin Aban Adam (154-155 
A.H.). 21. Abdallah bin 
Shawdham Balakhi Basri (157 
A.H.). 22. Hafidh Shaba bin Jajjaj 
Abu Basfam Wasiti Basri (160 
A.H.). 23. Hafidh Abul-Ula 
Kamil bm al-Ula Taxnimi Knfi (rff 
160 A.H.). 24. Hafidh Sufyan ban 
Said Thauri Abi Abdallah Knfi 
(161 A.H.). 25. Hafidh Israfl bin 
Yunus bin Abi Ishaq Sahaj Aba 
Yusuf Kufi (162 A.FL). 26. Jafer 
bin Ziyad Kufi AhW (165 A.H.). 
27. Muslim bin Salim Nadhi Abu 
Farwa Knfi. 28. Hafidh Qais Inn 
Rabii Abu Mohammad Asadi Kufi 
(165 A.H.). 29. Hafidh TT«mm»d 
Inn Salma Abu Salma Basri (167 
A.H.). 

Thus tins Hadith continues to 
be narrated fay so many J&nttzr 
(narrators) in every era ms to make 
it Mntawatir several rimes. 
Coming to the scholars and writers 
wbo have narrated this H«>Mi in 
their books of traditions, it is 
enough to mention teat ‘Aflama 
Amini has narrated the of 
360 scholars eentnry-wjge. 

Some people have tried to pot 
doubt about the Asnad of tins 
Hadith. As was mentioned in 
‘Qoran and Hadith 1 , if a Hadith is 
Mntawatir, there is no need to look 
at indrvidaal Asnad at alL.Stifl to 
show' the hollowness of this 
charge, I would fflee to give here 
opinions of sem e of the famous 
traditionalists.. 

(Courtesy. AlSalegb FoodsHon) 















TEHRAN TIMES 


APRIL 24,1997 




emor 



if'i? m P ^ 

filll Mim 


Three Percent De 


t gf db, #■ rf* Tf*S 

fc & 5* ft g £ * f j? 

“IsSas^gan> sis* 

/ 11 ’d! £,* MI &' k# M& 


TT^ Kj'i/f?. "R?./: “ /"v 

tij* r ** - i. ■* . i .'...’• • 

te Ki 5*fc 1 :•: tj : -. «.-■— - ■•• v i •• ' 


iSs. 'ijr' 


•• .’ ' ' \ - i. 1 ; 


— — -—' ■> v^_- U‘‘ -«■'-— W 


-vr •-« ,-rr. /-v 


fnXefore the auspicious 
IMJEid ul-Azha, the 
Rolling Mill Steel 
Production Co. was visited 
by Tehran governor general, 
Mr. Seyedzadeh.. 

He was accompanied by 
Engineer Keroushayi, 
governor general's advisor 
for industrial affairs. 

First, Engineer 
Mohammad Mahdi 
Tavassoli, managing 
director of Rolling Mill 
Steel Production. Co. gave a 
report on the history of 
establishment and the 
production process of the 
company saying: Rolling 
Mill Steel Production Co. is 
one of the oldest companies 
in the country and perhaps 
the first hot rolling unit 
active in manufacturing 
sheets with different alloys. 
The company, located at 
19th kilometer of Karaj 
former road, was founded in 
1968. 

He added: The company 
first started work as . a 
molding unit, but a few 
years later it took die first 
steps to manufacture steel 
structures. With the 
modernization of the 
molding system 

(transforming the fuel 
furnaces to electric 
furnaces ! the w hole unit was 
transformed into hot rolling 
one. 

Five years after the 
establishment of rolling 
unit, i.e. in -1973, the 
machine-malting unit was 
added to the units of the 
company. 

On the achievements of 
the company after the 
culmination of the Islamic 
Revolution, the managing 
director of the company 
said: Atlhebegmuingof the 
revolution, in 1978, due to 
its hot rolling system, the 
company was nationalized 
by the Council of 
Revolution. Until 1992 it 
was affiliated to the 
government management. 

Butin '92, according to the 
ratification of Council of 
Revolution the company 
was transformed into a 
public joint stock. Almost 
67 percent of the shares was 
transmitted to former 
stockholders and it was 
decided the other 33 percent 
be given to the personnel of 
the company and employees 
of other companies through 
stock exchange market. So 
far 14 percent of the shares 


has been transmitted. 

Referring to the 
400,000,000 rials of the 
company's first capital, 
which has been spent on the 
gradual development of the 
company, the managing 
director of Rolling Mill 
Steel Production Co. said in 
19992 the capital was 
increased up to 
2,000,000,000 rials, and in 
the years 1995 and 1996 in 
two steps'it was added to 


Since then, doing some 
changes in the production 
line of the company and with 
the utilization of Mobarakeh 
Steel Mill’s products, the 
responsible authorities of 
the company could procure 
the major part of its raw 
materials from domestic 
markets in a way that the 
company is only three 
percent dependent on 
foreign markets. Such a 
percent is so trivial when 


company’s products (steel 
pieces and machinery) play 
a major role in meeting the 
requirements of the giant 
industries of the country 
such as Sarcheshmeh 
Copper Company, metro, 
factories and other 
industries. 

Of the most successful 
achievements of the 
company, the managing 
director referred to 
execution of irrigation plan 


Tehran governor general visits the equig>pe<i laboratory of the company. 


6,000,000,000 rials and 
10,000,000,000 rials. 

Referring to tire fact that 
his company is collaborating 
with the banks of Sepah and 
Tejarat in facilities, 
Tavassoli said until 1992 the 
company needed some 20 
million dollars to keep its 
production line working 


compared with the total 
value of the products. 

Engineer Tavassoli said 
the annual production raieof 
the company stands at 
70,000 tons ‘‘and the 
company is manned by 550 
employees.’ 

Elsewhere he said: The 


of Sarakhs, manufacturing 
the largest water tanks of 
Mena in the holy city of 
Mecca, manufacturing 
stone-crushing machinery 
for cement factories of 
Hegmatan, Hormozgan, and 
other cement factories of the 
country. 

He added the company's 


Tehran Rolling Mill Steel Production Co. is playing 
an active role in manufacturing and procuring 
industrial pieces for Sarcheshmeh Copper Co. 9 
metro , and specially stone-crushers for cement 
factories of Hormozgan 9 Hegmatan as well as 
carrying out important irrigation projects . 


TV.w g to.** e-r-*.*s?r cs.t.s: 
to rto^rTT.-.'ftn s:TV; Kcrsrto: 

products during the war and 
its capabilities in 
reconstruction of the 
country after the war, has 
been eye-catching. 

He outlined the present 
activities of the company in 
four groups of 
manufacturing machinery, 
steel structures unit, 
molding unit, and rolling 
unit and stressed the prime 
objective of the company ‘is 
to bring the reconstruction 
and development plans of 
the country in conformity 
with the prerequisites of 
domestic raw materials.’ 

He went on to say: ‘Right 
now the company is busy 
manufacturing machinery 
for development plan of 
Mobarakeh Steel Mill, a 
part of which has been 
manufactured and 

despatched to the mill. 

Following the 

comprehensive report of 
Engineer Tavassoli, the 
managing director of the 
company, the governor 


r.: factories, now wording 


oemer-l factories. 

general of Tehran j 
accompanied by his advisor 
for industrial affairs and the 
entourage visited the 
production line of the 
company and its equipped 
laboratory. 

Then, Mr. Seyedzadeh 
said: Let me first appreciate 
the valuable achievements 
of this industrial unit which 
is a manifestation of 
self-sufficiency and 
reconstruction in the 
country. I feel happy 
indeed, to see a small 
industrial unit doing giant 
tasks. i 

Tehran governor general, 
then, said ‘the secret of 
success in this unit is in 
efficient management and 
achievement of the Islamic 
council and other 
responsible authorities of 
the company as well as 
creative laborers, who all 
spared no efforts in the 
production aims to make 
their company profitable.’ 

The governor general 
finally. expressed his 
satisfaction of manufactur¬ 
ing stone- crushers in high 
quality in this unit. 
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r/he wend dBASH may not be 

l/famiKar with some of the 
readers, bat they will be sur¬ 
prised to know that programs like 
FoxPro, FoxBase, Clipper, etc. 
related to Database M an agement 
Systems (DBMS), all started 
from dBASE. 

dBASE stands for 4 Database.' 
and is one of die founder mem¬ 
bers of the DBMS family. In this, 
as well as die forthcoming issues, 
I will try to «p1«n die concept 
& fundamentals of DBMS nsing 
dBASE IV developed by Ashton 
Tate. 

Before we go to toe concept of 
database, 1 would first explain 
the concept of a co mp uter file. A 
FILE is a collection of informa¬ 
tion, stored on toe comput er in 
the form of magnetic media 
(disk). A file may contain infor¬ 
mation relating to a person (docu¬ 
ment), an application (program 
file) or simply anything. 

In dBASE, a file is a coQec- 
tion of Records. A Record is a 

cnlierfinn of mfiiwretwin idling 

to one person, an event, or a 
transaction. For example, in toe 
list mentioned in Table I. 

The line Mujan—24—ba¬ 
nian is a valid record & is related 
to a person with toe name of 
Marjan who is Iranian, and is 24 
years old. But Marjan — 11 — 
Enghrfi is not a related to any¬ 
thing and tons is not a valid re¬ 
cord. 


dBASE IV is a new databne 
in i Mgrmrn t syateiu which pro- 
vidCTrowi&organnrwl informa¬ 
tion. Conceptually, dBASE lik¬ 
ens itself to word pro ces sor in 
tost it allows yon to creme data 


dBASE IYaBow i y o n to hoM 
data files; modify its a t rncim e as 
your application needs dungs; 
and add; edit or delete informa¬ 
tion in your files. This is made 
possible torough toe use of pow¬ 
erful Engfizh-fike commands. It 
not only s a tisfie s most of your 
needs with procedure genera t ed 
special p ro ces ses, it further en¬ 
ables you to use procedures to 
construct exactly what you want 
the to do for yon in a 

specific drcumrfsncc. Dns proc¬ 
ess not only make* custom, de¬ 
luxe, "designed-for-yoo” com¬ 
puter output, but is also a very 
practical way to save yon work. 

•f'-sn .—-*- 3 *'• "VI ■-•'S 
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dBASE IV provides two kinds 
of db«ct assistance to users. The 
first, called toe dBASE assistant, 
uses menus to provide you access 
to toe basic dat s h s wrmsnagfMwnt 
opdflifa. The second, HELP, 
provides information about how 
to use dBASE and toe dBASE 


Before we start designing enr 
first compute! databases, let ns 
fiwwiiMriTB ourselves with some 
useful commands 


CREATE 

To cream a new data file 


To select a namrA file to work, 
with. 

APPEND 

To input data into a file. 

LIST 

To scroll through file cnrit m r u 
on the scree n . 

DISPLAY 

To fist file records sc reen by 
screen. 


To correct file records by speci¬ 
fying record numbers. 

BROWSE 

To view, add and edit entire file 

all at nnff 

REPLACE 

To change a certai n fidd in the 
record. 

DELETE 

To mark the record to be re¬ 
moved. 

RECALL 

To recover a marked for dele¬ 
tion recced. 

PACK 

• \ 

Tto remove the d rifted record 
p e rman ently. 

MODIFY 

To change (often used to 
MODIFY STRUCTURE of a 
data fife). 

ERASE 

To remove a complete file from 
toe disk directory 

CLOSE 

To shur an open file. 

COPY 

To rinpfic a ff files without exit¬ 
ing to toe operating system. 

•v. ?™ri irr^a-./O. "■ 

For a file name, it may be up to 
8 dmaettu long, it must start 
with a tetter, may include let¬ 
ters, numbers and underscores 
but most not contain embed¬ 
ded spaces. 

The many types of dBASE IV 

files are by their suf¬ 

fixes. Some of toe fife nrffiT« 


are shown in Table 2. 

dBASE IV also categorizes its 
data types where 

C denotes character data with 
text up to 254 characters 

N denotes numeric data with a 
sign and decimal point 

L denotes logical data such as 
Y,y,T,t for true or N,n,F,f for 
false 

V Awntw! wvatm data mirfi Am- 

meats upto 4000 characters. 

D denotes dates in mm/dd/yy for¬ 
mat 

ASSIST 

Switches from the interactive 
dot pr o mp t mode to the menu 
driven assist mode. 


Displays the names of datahaw 
(.dbf) files on the currently 
fogged drive and directory. 

DISPLAY 

Displays the data from re cords 
in a database (.dbf) file. 

DISPLAY MEMORY 

Displays toe names, data types, 
and contents of all currently ac¬ 
tive memory variables. 

DISPLAY STATUS 

Displays information about the 
database (-dbf) files currently in 
use and other dBASE environ¬ 
mental |Mr j l l lPl HV 

DISPLAY STRUCTURE 

Display the structure of the da¬ 
tabase file currently in use. 

Hap 

Provides on-fine assistance for 
specific dBASE comm an ds and 
other info rm a t ion . 

COPY 

Copies toe database in use to 
another file. 

COPYFLE 

Makes a copy of any file. 

CREATE 

Creates a new database (.dbf) 
fife. 

CREATE LABEL 

Creates a new (JW) file for 
printing mailing labeL 


CREATE REPORT 

Creates a report format (Jim) 
file that defines the format and 
heading for p rin t ing reports 

CREATE SCREEN 

Creates a format (Jmr) file for 
entering and editing records on 



MARKET LEADER 




a da t a b ase throi^h a custom 
screen 

CREATE VEW 

Creates a view (.vue) file foe 
setting up a relationship be¬ 
tween related files with at least 
one identical field 

EXPORT 

C rea t es a FFS file from the 
dBASE database-file. 

IMPORT 

Create a database file from a 
FES file 

INDEX 

Creates an index (JQ)X) file 
from a database file in use, foe 
maintaining sort orders, maxi¬ 
mizing the sp eed of searches, 
and defining relationship 
among mul tiple database 

JOIN 

Com bines the fields of two re¬ 
lated database in to a new dac^ 


. 1 

■ ■ - T _ - 

marjan j 

25 

Iranton 

Afsaneh 

28 

BeSgfah 

Koroush 

11 

EngSsh 

Mflhdi 

24 

CWatoan 


Suffix 


Type of Ffle 


MODIFY COMMAND' 

Creates a c o mmand (.pig) file 
(a program) 

MODIFY STRUCTURE 

Allows changes to an r vi o u i ^ 
d ata ba se (.dbf) file - 

SAVE 

Saves memory variables to a 
memory (.mem) file on didc 

SET ALTERNATIVE 


.DBF 

Database file 

.DBT 

Memo fields file 

JMT 

Format He 

.FRM 

Report farm file 

.TXT 

Text output f3e 

.MEM 

Memory file 

JNDX 

Index fie 

.PRG 

Command f3e 

JJ3L 

Label form f9e 


Opens a text file that c a pt ures 
aH activity on the screen. 

SET CATALOG 

Creates a catalog (xat) file of all 
the files used in a particular ap- 
nticalkm 


TOTAL 

Creates a summary of an exist* 
ing file containing totals of 
specified numeric fidd 

(To be Grid 


























Dozens of Pilgrims 
Killed in Mecca Fire 

ozena of pilgrims were 
lolled on as a huge fire 
swept through their 
camps *e«r Meccca. 

Mubarak Called 
On to Help Peace 
Process 
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possible meeting be¬ 
tween Palestinian Presi- ■ 
dent Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Foreign Minister David 

Levy was still in doubt as they flew 

into Malta for a two-day Europe- 
Meditemmean conference. 

Slua Leader Shot 
Dead inPaldstan 

pf nmment Shifl Muslim 

P leader was gunned down 
along with his security 
guard in central Pakistani’s Okara 
City overnight in a SHspected sec¬ 
tarian murder, police said. 

Wednesday, April 16 


Rebel Leader 
.-vs Arrives in S. Africa 


for Talks With 
Mandela 


IP 



Z airean rebel leader 
Lament Kalnla arrived 
in South Africa for talks 
with PwsidEnt.lfebon Mandela, 
giving new to efforts to 

. wvi the civil war in Zaire. 

Earthquake Rocks 
, Northwest China 

strong earthquake esfi- 

^ mated at 5.8 on the Rich¬ 
ter scale jolted 
northwest China, the Royal Hang 
Kong Observatory. 

Thousands of 
Muslims Hold 
Disavowal of 
Pagans Rally 

(rTry)eas of thousands of Mus- 
•|rv I //.lims from different Is- 
uivyiamic countries held a 


ceremony m Arafat to express 
their hatred of the enemies of Is¬ 
lam, specially the U.S. and the 
Zionist regime. 


Thursday, April 17 

Israeli Scandal 
Overshadows U.S . 

Peace Mission 

-S. Middle East coortfi- 
VT^mV-nator Dennis Ross's mis- 
'*- 5n »——'Sion to revive the 
Israeli-Pales tinian peace falkc was 
overshadowed by foe political 
scandal which has tarnished Prime 
Monster Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Okinawa Asks 
U.S.to Give Back 
More Land 

(tty) he governor of Okinawa, 
H\ I //where Japanese islanders 
—-"^.strenuously object to a 
continued large-scale U.S. mili¬ 
tary presence, admd foe Pentagon 
to give back more land, including 
a critical port 


Friday, April 13 

Zdirean Rebels 
Requisition 60,000 
Liters of UN 
. Aviation Fuel 

'ii 



C^^uairean rebels reqirisi- 
A^^^Jrtioned 60,000 liters of 
aviation fuel used for 
planes chartered by foe UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 
(UNHCR) spokesman in Kisan¬ 
gani ’Paul Stromberg’, said. 

Asian Muslims 
Mark E id Festival, 
Mourn forjlajj 
Fire Victims 

GrSKjrayers for' the dead 
marked foe Eid-ul Azha 
festival as Muslims 
throughout Asia mourned the 350 
Hag pilgrims who died in a killer 
blaze near Mecca. 

Explosions Rock 
Two Rail Stations 
After Warnings 

|/W?hbU explosions rocked two 
railway stations in northern 
England after a series of IRA-style 
coded bonds alerts shirt down three 
stations and sections of a major 
motorway, paralyzing rush-hour 
traffic. 


Saturday, April Z£ 

Governing 
Coalition Chooses 
Giqrcd for Prime 
Minister 

fractious governing coa- 

^ lition settled on India's 
highly respected foreign 
mmister to replace Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda, United News 
of India said 

Netanyahu’s Job 
Hangs by a Thread 

m s raeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
faces an uncertain politi¬ 
cal future even if he escapes 
charges of influence-peddling, ex¬ 
perts said. 

Anti-Communist 
Alliance Wins in 
Bulgaria 



® be opposition anti-com¬ 
munist Umted Democratic 
Forces alliance has won 
an absolute majority in Bulgarian 
general elections, foe independent 
Darik Radio station reported 

Sunday, April 20 

Gujral Named New 
Indian Prime 
Minister 



m ilder Kumar Gujral became 
India’s prime minister as 
the head of anew United Front 
coalition government, party offi¬ 
cials said, signalling the end of 
three weeks of political turmoil. 


Netanyahu 
Hunkers Down 
ahead of Indictment 
Verdict 

/CY^rime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu met with cabi¬ 
net members to try to ensure his 
government's survival only hours 
ahead of a state prosecutor's deci¬ 
sion on whether to indict him on 

corruption. 


SkLOrzeay, ^.prz: 

China Military 
Advance, Party 
Arrives for Hong 
Kong Takeover 


vwj.\ * 

m 




Ug-'nied by a smfling'geneial, an 
unarmed advance guard of 
the rhinese army drove into Hong 
Kong to prepare for China's take¬ 
over of a colony where suspicions 
of foe People's Liberation Army 
run deep. 

Four Train 
Stations, Two 
Airports Evacuated 
After Bomb Threats 

jT^jomb threats forced foe 
v—^-/evacuation of four mainlm* 
London rail stations and two air¬ 
ports, snarling the capital's trans¬ 
port system and threatening 
rush-hour gridlock. 

Big Quake Hits 
Near Papua New 
Guinea 

j(ZIl)ln earthquake measuring 
l *y *J7.7. an the Richter scale 
struck near Papua New Guinea,' 
foe Japanes meteorological agency 
said 


IRAN IN HIGHLIGHT 


President Receives 
Tajik Foreign 
Minister, 

Opposition Leader 


■^z l* Ik 




resident Akbar Hashemi 
/ Raf$anjani received Ta- 

L5i£>jik Foreign Minister Tal- 
bek Nazarov and the leader of the 
Tajik opposition Abduliah Noun. 

Iron to Stage 
Amphibious 
Maneuvers in 
Persian Gulf 

triphibious military ex- 

^ ercises, code-named 
"Tariq-ol-Quds” will be 


held in the Persian Gulf and parts 
of the Oman Sea next week. Mayor 
General Mobsen Rezaei, com¬ 
mander of the Islamic Revolu¬ 
tion's Guards Corps (IRGC) said 
here, on Tuesday. 


Germany Loses 
Trust of Iranian 
People 



. f - 1 

tSfe 


[iL/eader of the Islamic 
VSTAA Revolution Ayatollah 
Seyed Ali Khamenei in a 
meeting with army commanders 
and personnel here said that foe 
Gentian government should pay-a 
high price for its mistake, adding 
that Germany will be the main 
loser in this regard because it has 
lost foe trust of Iranian people. 

President 

Felicitates Heads of 
Islamic States on 
Eid-ul-Azha 

Cr-^0 resident Akbar Hashemi 
I i^Ratsanjani cabled sepa- 
VJ^Orate messages to the 
heads of all Islamic countries fe¬ 
licitating them on foe auspicious 
occassion of Eid-ul Azha. 

Chemical Weapon 
Victims 
Demonstrate 
Outside German 
Embassy 



® housands of war veterans 
wounded in chemical at¬ 
tacks during eight years 
of foe imposed war by the Iraqi 
regime staged a protest rally out¬ 
side German Embassy. 


Velayati Elaborates 
on His Visit to 
Tajikistan 

S ianum Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati held 
talks with Tajik Presi¬ 
dent Emomali Rakhmanov in 
Dushanbe on Tebran-Dushanbe 
relations, forthcoming visit to 
Dushanbe of President Akbar 


President Hails 
Iranian Armed 
Forces 



resident Akbar Hashemi 
I Rafsanjani, on the occa- 

v3^3sion of the Army Day 
anniversary extolled foe armed 
forces of Iran and called on them 
to maintain their combat readiness 
in light of the many conspiracies 
by the international camp of unbe¬ 
lievers against the country. 

Fire Breaks Out in 
Azadi Theater 


S Hire of unknown origin 
Vf broke out in Azadi Thea- 
y ter causing serious finan¬ 
cial damage to the building 
housing the theater. 


President 

Inaugurates Several 
Development 
Projects 

-jS^Nour zinc manufacturing 
units in Zanjan, Bandar 
Abbas and Yazd came on 
stream simultaneously augu rated 
by President Akbar Hashemi Raf¬ 
sanjani. 


Iran, Russia to 
Manufacture 
Plane, Helicopter 

CTyjran and Russia are to jointly 
^^manufacture passenger 
planes and helicopters in Iran, said 
the Minister of Industries Moham- 
mad-Reza Nematzadeh. 


Iran Has Vast 
Experience in 
Optimal Use of 
Water Resources 

resident Hashemi Rafsan- 
LStsJjani in a speech marking the 
opening of the Eighth International 
Conference on Rainwater Catche- 
ment Systems announced that Is¬ 
lamic Iran is prepared to place its 
valuable experience on optimal 
harnessing of water resources at 
the disposal of those countries 
which need it. 
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CtmjfJky can some people bend 
M'fS 'their feet behind their 
ears? And how about those contor¬ 
tionist characters who can rest their 
chins on their navels? We regard 
them all as pretty odd — but 
chances are, most of us are capable 
of at least one peculiar thing that 
other people can’t manage. 

To find out exactly bow weird 
you are, check out the following 
unorthodox bodily skills and at¬ 
tributes and tot up your vexy own 
str an g e ness quotient 


Some people who suffer from 
an abnormality of the connective 
tissue may also have very mobile 
joints such as Abraham Lincoln 
— who could apparently pull 
astonishingly funny faces. He 
must have gone down a storm at 


nant of the same skill. 


Strangeness quotient: 2 

3. Are You Color Blind? 


Some people suffer from color 
blindness: an abnormal percep¬ 
tion of one or more colors due to 


found in human perspiration and 
celery. This lucky abnormality 
occurs in almost half the popula¬ 
tion. 


It’s also said that smells can 
bring back early memories — 
even to the extent of bringing 
bad: long-forgotten scenes from 
your infancy. 


parties. 


Despite the contortions you’ve 
scoi your mates do at parties, 
doctors say there’s no official 
condition known as ‘double- 
join tedness' — if you did have 
two joints, chances are they 
wouldn’t work very well. 

It’s just a colloquial way of 
saying somebody's ligaments 
have more mobility than an¬ 
other's. Twenty percent of peo¬ 
ple also have ‘joint laxity* — 
where the capsule of the radius in 
the joints tend to be laxer and 
longer. It’s an inherited charac¬ 
teristic most common among 
Asians. 


We all have muscles around 
the soft piece of the external ear, 
just beneath the skin. They’re 
part of the general group of fecial 
muscles that control facial ex¬ 
pression. The auricular muscle 
controls the ears and in some 
people this muscle is simply more 
developed, allowing them to 
move their ears up and down — 
my, how we laugh at their antics. 
Animals like cats are able to flick 
their ears to expel mites and 
fleas, and it could be that our 
wiggling is ‘an evolutionary rem- 
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You win need... 


Preparation time 
S iwiimfiM 
Cooking time 
IS minutes 


10 oz. quick cooking s p aghett i 
2 oz. batter 

1 can egg and ham Hot Toast Savory 
few shakes garlic sak, if Eked 
parsley sprigs 


of salted, boSky water for 


C ook spaghetti in a large 

12 minut e s , or uti tender. 

Draut and place in a large hot serving tfish. Add butter and 
hiotjoast savoy, mix gently with a fink until butter and savory 
have softened. 

Sprinkle wifli garfic salt, garnish with parsley, and serve 
immediately. Serve wttfa a green salad. 

Serves 4. 


©ajaof -pp 

\i ti -V 'A J *1 J 


Toteep hot if dure an latecom- 
m tu ht* toast savory tad butter 
can he pat into a targe saucepan 
wUk Ike spe&*i& when cooked/or 
up to 30 Min ut es, aUovrtng the 
hatter to me* slowfy. 




the absence of one or more pho¬ 
topigments in die cones of the 
retina. It’s a genetically deter¬ 
mined condition inherited as a 
sex-linked recessive character. 
It's more common in men (about 
8 percent of the population) than 
1 
i 


One of the possible reasons 
smells produce such vivid memo¬ 
ries is diet they are thought to be 
perceived in an older, more 
primitive part of the brain. Stone 
Age iram relied on smell a lot 
more than we do now and so it 

comes as no surprise that this area 

of the brain is well developed. 


normal sounds mu ch more loudly 
and spend most of their lives try¬ 
ing to escape the' noise. Also 
there is a strange group of people 
in New Orleans that has an inher¬ 
ited capacity to bear only high 
frequencies. They are usually fit¬ 
ted with bearing aids which trans¬ 
pose these frequencies into 
bandwidths more ap propri a te for 
normal bearing. 


Phcfad with ado i& 

create a classic borp sifc B 
tettamerttethefeetthatyo*®. 
ally eta burp at wffi. Acccnfag 
to these Net experts, foere *s 
two sorts of burp — a fight cv 
that fo rms is your Isags, knout 
as a ‘header’, and a deep bdefc 
from the stomach- called a 
‘taxler*. 


Fred Dale runs Reminiscence 


Animals are better equ ip pe d 
for hearing and generat in g ex¬ 
treme frequencies. The lowest 
frequencies are made by Hump¬ 
back whales, whose song ranges 
from 40Hz to 5kHz. and can be 
heard 30km away. At The other 
end of foe scale, bats’ hearing 
starts at 15kHz and goes np to 
110kHz. 


2 


3. Car? You Tunnel' Yosr 
Tongue? 


Some of us can form ocr 
tongues onto a tube shape sod 
some of ns can’t. So wind's 
point of ft? One theory is that 



rr* 
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cencssfed to a random Xen'ttZa fc-2 iresj be to do X, tat yon wort see .tndh 


in women at about 0.5 percent 
(although women may be symp- 
tomless carriers who pass it on to 
male children). 

The most common form of 
color blindness is foe failure to 
see red or green. A lack of red 
cones makes reds look almost 
gray and a lack of green cones 
makes green look gray and then 
makes oranges, browns and other 
colors hard to dktmguisfa. But 
many people are unaware that 
they have defective color vision 
as they are able to differentiate 
color by their respective bright¬ 
ness. 

Strac^nass qucd&tt: l 


Therapy sessions at hospitals us¬ 
ing smells. “A smell can help 
someone remember what they 
were doing 50 years ago even 
though they can’t remember two 
hours ago,** says Fred, whose 
smell-pack for foe elderly in¬ 
cludes odors of an old hospital. 
First World War Christmas cake 
and the soot of a black fire range. 

If there’s either a particular 
substance that you can’t smell, or 
something that you smell more 
keenly than other people, then 
you score here. 

Strangeness quotient: 4 


Strangeness quotient: 4 

7. Can You Burp to Order? 


We were too e m bar ra ssed to 
ask a specialist why aad bow tins 
was possible but the Internet 
quickly gave us an answer. 
There’s even a group of users 
with their own burping conqieti- 
tion on foe web: http://www. 
sennet. com/us* 

ers/tbeny/belcb 2 . html. 


fuxmeling the tongue is a reflex is 
brines which helps them breast¬ 
feed. The action of actually put¬ 
ting the tongue forward is calfca 

the ‘extrusion reflex* and it ec-| 
ables babies to latch on to the 

breast. It could be that some loscl 
tins ability as they grow up, ancj 
others don’t. 


(To be continued next Thursday! 


4. to You Arr£j5&&dy$? 


S. Dc You Mss? Sssifids 
Cfrsrs Csrc? 


It must be great to have what 
doctors call ‘an extended range of 
ability’ — foe ability to use both 
their hands equally well. It’s foe 
result of the neural effects of' 
nerve pathways in foe brain. 

If you are right-handed, foe 
messages controlling your hand 
movements came from foe left 
side of your brain and vice versa. 
But in some people both sides of 
the brain control the movements 
of both hands. If you are ambi¬ 
dextrous, you’re something of a 
superhuman—rake in foe points. 

Strangeness quotient: S 


?/j3SS? 


Amazingly —and perhaps it’s 
just as well—half the population 
can’t smell sweat. And equally 
amazing is that how we smell 
things eludes precise scientific 
definition. We know in principle 
that molecules in the air are 
lacked up by receptors on the 
surface of cells the nose, 

but that’s about it 

These receptors trigger off 
signals that register in the brain. 
There are 25 million of these 
smell receptors located in a small 
patch at tiie top of each nostril. 
Some people have gaps in their 
sense of smell — the mn^t com¬ 
mon one being an inability to 
smell androsterone, a steroid 


Until recently, the only way to 
estimate someone’s hearing ca¬ 
pacity was by using a conversa¬ 
tional or whispered voice and 
toning forks. Since the invention 
of amplifiers and computer- 
driven audiometers, it has be¬ 
come possible to make objective 
measurements not only of hear¬ 
ing but of signals generated 
within the cochlea or the ear’s 
spiral. 

Humans can theoretically bear 
sounds in foe bandwidth of 20Hz 
to 20,000Hz, and those who 
clain^fo bear other frequencies 
are usually suffering some simple 
medical problem like tinnitus. 

However, some people suffer 
from hyper-acusis — they bear 
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BLAST 

BOOSTER 

CLIMB 

COLONEL 

COMPUTER 

CRAFT 

EARTH 

FMS 

flight 

landing 


leave 

LET OFF 

PLANS 

PROGRAM 

PROPEL 

POLL 

REACH 

REENTRY 

ROCKET 

ROLL 


SEPARATE 

SHOT 

SHUTTLE 

SKILLS. 

SOAR 

SPACE 

STATION 

TRAVEL 

TWIN 

WING 
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Spotlight: Austria 

-Jit# (Daneing, 'Jfj&m&L 


a 


The horses are not only entertaining . They are also 
proud reminder of the Ausirian-Hungarian Empire, once 
stretching from Trieste to Prague, and from Salzburg to 
the Black Sea . 


the newly created Republic of 
Slovenia. Today the original stud 
is now working as a cooperative 
and employs 50 people to rear and 
look after its 180 horses. Few ves¬ 
tiges remain of the original Impe¬ 



Spanish Riding School. 

The stud at Piber is a popular 
place for tourists. Thousands of 
visitors stroll around the stalls and 
the museum every year. They 
learn how each year 12 foree-year- 



Imperor Ferdinand 1 of 
lHap&burg, who ruled 
^Austria from 1556 to 
1564, divided hts empire mtn rim** 
parts in his w3L. His eldest son, 
Maximilian II; received the royal 
crown and foe largest, northern 
part of foe country,, together with 
Vienna. The middle son. Archduke 
Ferdinand, was given foe Tyrol in 
foe west, while foe ymmgest son. 
Archduke Charles, was left with 
foe southern part stretching from 
Graz to Trieste. 

Archduke Charles, son, 
brother and lather to Hapsbutg 
emperors, never hims elf became' 
ruler of Austria, but one thing be 
did at the time was worthy of an 
emperor: he founded a stud-farm 
of thoroughbred horses which is 
still world-famous today. 

In 1580, Charles bought the 
estate of Lipitza (foe Austrian 
court later changed the spelling 
from lipitza to Lipizza and now 
Lipica) from the bishops of Tri¬ 
este. Located some tea kms east of 
Trieste, foe estate at that timecon- 
sisted of the bishop’s palace—still 
in existence though greatly 
changed in appearance—-and a 
small settlement of Slovenian 



The dancing horses of Lipizza (Austria), pride e? the Vienna Spanish Riding Schcci. 


river Vipava. The name karst in 
Mediterranean regions is applied 
to an area with a dry climate ami 
arid rocky configuration com¬ 
posed of limestone and clay. To¬ 
day we may only guess at foe 
reasons which impelled the Arch¬ 
duke Charles to purchase the 
lipica estate and to set up foe court 
stud right in foe middle of that 
bleak karst region, short an water 


rial stud, but Lipica still maintains 
deep within its walls foe echoes of 
silky crinolines and Grand Dukes. 

Now foe traditional Lipizzan 
horses—those destined to dance in 
Vienna—are reared in Piber, Aus¬ 


old stations are hand-picked to be¬ 
gin their careers in foe glorious 
riding school of foe Hofburg' Pal¬ 
ace. The museum depicts foe story 
of General Paton of foe U.S. who, 
1945, transferred Lipizzan 


m 



serfs. These peasants saw to the 
upkeep of foe bishop’s palace and 
gardens, cut wood for foe bishop 
and cultivated foe narrow strip of 
fertile land near the settlement 
which they rented. 

Lipica is a small green oasis on 
the karst plateau lying between the 
Bay of Trieste and the valley of foe 


The stud at Piber. 

and far removed from Vienna. 

After World War II Lipica be¬ 
came part of Yugoslavia. Rut life 
continued normally nnder the 
communist leaders, who claimed 
foe l i piTTan horses as_part of their 
national heritage. 

Everything changed again in 
1991, when Lipica became part of 


You cast witness the Lipizzan horses dancing ic- the pcikc.c 
Y/atSzes of Johann Strauss 5 c. stags which takes 
years of intensive training. 


horses from Bohemia to Piber so 
that they would be safe from the 
bombs. 

The tumultuous story finished 
in Vienna in the Hofburg Palace— 
former winter residence of Aus¬ 
trian Emperors. Here, of course, 
you can witness the Lipizzan 
horses dancing to the polkas and 
waltzes of Johann Strauss, a stage 
which fakes three years of inten¬ 
sive training. 

The dancing horses are.amaz¬ 
ing and the Spanish Riding School 
has delighted its guests since 1572. 
Under the high-ceilinged, white 
marble room built by the Baroque 
architect Josef Emanuel Fischer 
vongprlach, Lipizzan horses stand 
as last vestiges of a lost Austrian- 
Hungarian Empire. (Courtesy of 
Emirates inflight magazine, Nov. 
1994.) 


tria. The village, located 40 kms 
from the magnificent Baroque city 
of Graz, became foe official new 
home of foe Lipizzans in 1920. 
Piber was the site of a military 
training school for riders and of¬ 
fers similar weather conditions as 
Lipica. There, some 230 to 250 
horses are trained for the Vienna 


Answers lo Las! Week's 
Brain Teaser 

Mean, sound, light, jam, scale, 
ground, keen, founder, long, 
iron, 1 peer, rad. 


Brain Teaser 



See if you can match foe famoujf 
people listed below with their 
numbered quotations. 

A. Corazon Aquino 

B. Sam Goldwyn 

C. Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart 


D. Idi Amin . 

E. Robert Morley 

F. Giuseppe Garibaldi 

(5. Olivia Newtan-John 

H. Joseph Goebbels 
. 1. John F. Kennedy 

J. Mikhail Gorbachev 

I. Truth, this is all 1 ask from 
anyone in toy -country—that they, 
ted tbe. truth. If they don’t they 
suffer and T feed them to foe croco¬ 
diles and the wild dogs. 

2. We can do without butter, 
but despite all our love of peace, 
OOt without arms. 


3. It is a great help for a man 
to be in love with himself. For an 
actor, however, it is absolutely 
essential. 

4. You should stay young as 
long as you can. Age is in your 
heart, not in your face. 

5. A man of ordinary talent 

will always be ordinary whether 
he travels or not, but a man of 
superior talent will go to pieces if 
he remains forever in foe same 
place. ' 1 

6. What makes democracy 
work is people committed to free¬ 
dom and the courage to defend it 


to foe death. 

7. If I poly wanted power 1 
would not have started reform. 

8. I offer neither pay, norj 
quarters, nor food. I offer only 
hunger, thirst, forced marches, 
battle and death. 

9. Ask not what your country 
can do for you; ratter, ask what] 
you can do for your country- 

10. 1 don’t want any Yes-men 
around me. I want everyone to tell 
me the truth, even if it costs them 
their jobs. 

(A*s*o*r* wU*pp**r**xtu*^:.) 


Travelogue 



KELARDASHT: 



•7^; f 'U: 

lELARDASHT, de- 
i scribed as the lost para- 
' dise of Central Alborz, is 
situated in the foothills of Takhte 
Sulaiman. The southern coastline 
of the Caspian Sea holds a special 
place in Iran’s history: it is an area 
of fascination and curiosity. Some 
historians believe the foundations 
of the Persian Empire are located 
here. 

Invariably described as the 
“Emerald Gem” or the “Garden 
of Iran," the sou them shores of foe 
Caspian Sea have been trans¬ 
formed into a popular site for do¬ 
mestic and foreign tourists. Today 
it is a hub of leisure and recrea¬ 
tion. Surrounded by mountains, 
Kelardasht is only a 30-40 minute 
drive from the seashores of Abbas 
Abed, where foe joint pleasures of 
sea and mountain can be savored 
at close quarters. The ancient hill¬ 
ocks of Lahou provide excellent 
hiking terrain; the Sardab Rud 
River, rushing to join the Caspian 
Sea, provides excellent trout fish¬ 
ing. In winter, Kelardasht is suit¬ 
able for cross-country skiing. The 
Namak Aabrud telecabin, upon 
extension, can be developed into 
hiking trails linking foe Caspian 
Sea to Kelardasht. 

To increase the attractions of 
this invaluable vacation cove, 
scattered villages have been con¬ 
verted into recreational centers. 
With the increase in oil revenues, 
the development of Kelardasht has 
been on the upswing. Resting 
houses and hotels are under con¬ 
struction at an accelerated pace. 

:ation 

jelardasbt is part of the 
|city of N'owshahr in 
' Mazandaran Province. It 
is One of four rural districts, having 




south and Shahsavar to the west. 
The central sector is Hasan Kayf, 
21 kms from Marzan A bad village. 
Situated nearly 1200 meters above 
sea level. Kelardasht is indistin¬ 
guishable from the Alpine slopes. 
The most distinct villages are Qu- 
jabeet, Qasr, Osman, Kala, Pay 
Qal'a, Tabarsoii, Avijdan, Lahou, 
Baazaaras, Bareen, etc 

Kelardasht can be reached by 
air via Nowshahr or by road via 
Chalus. Its population is 20,000, 
mainly Muslims. 

PRO DUCTIVE FEATURES 
f^jryyhe main agricultural 
|TV I /^products of Kelardasht 
are wheat, barley, millet, 
grain and tobacco. Fruits, such as 
sweet cherries, apples, pears and 
prunes also grow in abundance? 
Handicrafts such as woolen cloth 
and socks are made by local resi¬ 
dents. During recent years, its car¬ 
pets have become popular abroad. 





^SIGHT-SEEING 

! istorical relics discoV- 
[ Ryyfl \ered during the 1939 
v^XzL/ renovation of a 10th cen¬ 
tury palace reveal that since ancient 
times this territory has possessed a 
distinguished civilization. Festivi¬ 
ties, ceremonies and recreation fa¬ 
cilities for wrestling and 
stick-dancing are still traditionally 
performed. Other attractions are 
the Walasht Lake in northeastern 
Kelardasht, foe Larousar mineral 
waters in the Rudbarak Valley and 
the hot springs on foe slopes or 
Haft’khwan Fort. Also worth a 
visit are foe mineral waters of 
Bareen, Tuyedarreh, Aab Deleer 
and Peesh Sarak in the vicinity of 
Mejel village. 

Kelardasht has abundant attrac¬ 
tions. The splendor of foe land¬ 
scape, the combination of 
relaxation and recreation and the 



Kelardasht, on the foothills of the Alborz. 


45 villages and bounded by foe 
Caspian Sea to the north; foe towns 
of Chalus to foe east, Kajur to foe 


year-round accessibility make it 
one of the top places for visiting in 
Iran. 
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TOMORROW 
IN HISTORY 




1967 — Soviet cosmonaut 
Vladimir Komarov is killed when 
parachute straps of this spacecraft 
get tangled during landing at¬ 
tempt. 

1969 — Jordan's Premier 
Rashid Kara mi resigns amid dis¬ 
pute over government's restric¬ 
tions on Palestinian guerrillas. 

1975 — Thousands of Viet¬ 
namese refugees are being flown 
to U.S. island of Guam as Com¬ 
munists move rapidly in their take 
over of South Vietnam. 

1986 — Pre-dawn bomb blast 
damages British Airways office 
and other stores on London's busi¬ 
est shopping street. 

1990 — Michael Milken 
pleades guilty in Wall Street (New 
York) fraud case and agrees to pay 
$600 million fine. 

1991 — South African govern¬ 
ment announces it will uphold 
agreement with African National 
Congress to free all political pris¬ 
oners by April 30. 

1993—Commandos break into 
a cockpit of a commandeered In¬ 
dian airlines plane, shoot dead the 
lone hijacker and free all 141 peo¬ 
ple aboard. 


By Wendy Swallow Williams 


^rsQ^EW WEEKS AGO I 
v^L^SMbllowed a friend into 
an Mt-snpply store. I found him 
picking out tubes of watercdar 
paint, which surprised me be¬ 
came he’s not an artist 

“I signed 19 for a watcrcolor 
class, sod it starts next week,” he 
said sheepishly. “I don't really 
have time for it, but it was on my 
list of SO dungs to do before 1 die, 
sol went for ft." 

This sounded interesting. 
“What else is on the list?” I asked. 

“All of things, ” he sa id. 

“Every few months I look at the 
list and decide what to focus an 
next. Before I had the list, I 
moaned a lot about what I was 
missing in my life. Now 1 just do 
stuff!” 

“Can I see your list 
sometime?” I asked. 

“I don't know,” he said. “It 
reveals a hat about me. Write your 
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own list, and you’ll see what I 
mean.” 

So that night I did just foal, and 
he was right. The list revealed a 
whole lot about what was 
imp o rtan t to me. It also revealed 
how hopelessly behind I am at 
getting to the things I really want. 

Just writing dm list helped me 
sort through priorities. I filled up 
foe first 20 Monks quickly, but 
then began to think carefully. 






Eventually I added items I’ve 
thought about for years, dreams 
I’ve carried with me since I was 
, young, and tilings that resonated 
when I first heard about them. 
When I reviewed the list later, 
some entries surprised me. 

First, I want to travel much 
more, particularly now that my 
children are older and can go with 
me to see the world. There are ten 
trips I would Hke to make with the 
boys—from biking through 
Denmark to camping in the 
Canadian Rockies. 

I also was surprised to find 
some things on foe list that need to 
bo done soon. Ifl'm going to learn 
to Rollerblade, for I’d 

better start before I turn 50. 

Some items, though, I can put 
off until I'm older. I would love to 
grow flowers, to realty garden, 
but while I'm raising kids and 
working, I don't have time for 






pots? 
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I would love to do volunteer 
work in a hospital nursery 
someday, rocking crying infant* 
and giving them their first baths. I 
would like to work with teenagers, 
leading youth groups or helping at 
the local high school. Ifl’m going 
to do these, though, I may need to 
reconsider running the 
for the school fair each year. 

A few of the items are 
intimidating because they mean a 
serious commitment of some sort. 
I would like to publish a novel 
before I die, and I would like to 
getaPh.D. in English literature. I 
also would like to learn to draw 
and play piano with a string 
quartet. Ifl’m going to accomplish 
these things,' I need to start writing 
every day and polishing my piano 


tint if I malm them goals today, 
there is no reason I can't find a 
way to taste at least part of that 
reality tomorrow. 

Like my friend, I now have an 
alternative to com plainin g. When 
I'm bored with my life, I out 
my list. Maybe m said off for 

travel brochures or take my pencil 

out in the back yard and doodle 
around for an hour, trying to 
sketch trees tint look tike torn. 

I have no idea how the boys and 
I wifi get to Africa, hut if if ■ 
invortant enough, Tm sure we'll 
find a way. One of them 
grow up to be a zoolopg^ j 
might became a nature writer ami 
get sent on assignment, or maybe 

well just save a few dollare every 

week till we have enough. 

I had ■ cousin who 
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skills. 

I may not make it through foe 
list. Some things may just be out 
of reach, such as New Zealand, 
and others ultimately may not 
work with the rest of my life, such 
as owning a horse. Yet I see that I 
already have built the framework 
for many of these pipe dreams, and 


acco mp lish ed an lman'n^ gfr iwg Af 
interesting things. She once told 
me tiie key was preparing ao tint 
life could work in mysterious 
ways. “If you want your ship to 
come in, you must build a dock,” 


Thanks to my list. I’m working 
cm some big docks. 


1945 — Delegates of 45 cstnta 
meet in San Francisco, Califondi 
to organize United Kabont. 

1957 — U.S. sixth fleet safe 
for eastern Mediterranean j& - 

Hussein proclaims martial Uw in 
Jordan and seals fr out jm. 

1971 —Soviet space drip U 
safely after docking with m orbit¬ 
ing space laboratory; 

1978 —South Africa say* i hjB 
accepted western pbn atmed at 
preparing south-west Africa for 
independence under Mack major¬ 
ity nde. 

1986 — Rioting breaks out 
across Soweto, South Africa's 
largest black township, following 
police block of youths protesting 
arrest of 15 students. 

1987—Sri Lanica military car¬ 
ries out two-pronged offensive 
against Tamil rebels. 

1988 — Afghanistan President 
Nqibullah offers to withdrew Af¬ 
ghan army from posts near Paki¬ 
stan’s border. 

1989 —Japan's Prime Minister 
Nobtmi Takeshita, rapidly losing 
popularity amid influence-ped¬ 
dling scandal, says be pbas to 
resign. 
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O Scucsofshoc silk or ocher 
fabrics are woven into a 
landscape of green fields, hedge* 
ydW com, bbe sky and pink 
evening sunset. A ready-d*. 3-fold 
card was used. Mark lop left-hand 
' comer inside card with crass. Cot 
canvas about 10cm (4iri) square. Lay 
card with oval aperture over canvas 
•J and mark edges lightly. Rule a 
just outside there narks. 
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lan (%in) wide and 12.5cm (Bn) 
Jong. Do not worry if day fey » 
das adds to the diann. Thread Jaigc 
tapestry needle and starting from Ete 
bottom weave green strips. 

C ontin ue with ycBow fields, hedges 
and sfcy. 


Attach doubk-sided tape around 
oval window and three sides, 
of paud, as shown. Tiim cams 

6 mm (Kin) rwi^aAr the ruled square 

and perl off backing fapmdottie- 

sided cape. Stick canvas ha place and 

dose caul — the left ade with the 
cross is foe side to fold in. Smooth 
from folded edge to outsi d e -so fhzt 
card stays flaf 






















